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In this first of our 2022 editions  
of Spirit, marking the Centenary 
of our Old Girls’ Association,  
we have endeavoured in our 
features to embrace Danish 
philosopher and theologian, 
Soren Kierkegaard’s concept 
that ‘life can be understood 
backwards, but it must be lived 
forwards’.

I can think of no better way to 
bring together notable perceptions of some of the students, 
parents and staff who have influenced St Hilda’s over the years.

Archbishop Phillip Aspinall’s 2022 address to the staff in 
Anglican schools, identified that every school has its own story 
and culture, but there is a shared identity and purpose across 
the Anglican family. We intentionally make visible what is 
important to us, appreciating that difference makes us whole.

Our cover story, features the reflections of Boarder Parents 
Support Group President, and Isolated Children’s Parents 
Association, Vice President, Wendy Henning.

Wendy is a woman who speaks from the heart about the things 
that matter to her. A second generation St Hilda’s student 
herself, Wendy shares her impressions on girls’ education at  
St Hilda’s from the 1950s when her mother was a student, to 
the experience of our young women today.

Being female was never a limitation for her but always 
being aware and ready for adventure and serving 
what was out there, was very much a result from her 
upbringing and schooling. For my sister and I,  
and now for my girls, it is a lot more spoken about  
and opportunities are so vast for everyone there is  
no right or wrong way to pave your career.

Three of our recent Old Girls' Association Presidents,  
Alana Chesser, Georgia Frizelle, and Debbie Buckley, are 
reintroduced in our ‘Where are they now’ column.  
Like Wendy Henning, their service to our community has 
continued to bring people together, and to connect with our 
shared history. Their personalities, styles, and careers are as 

varied as the cohorts they were a part 
of during their school years. Individually, 
they are women who clearly articulate 
what they stand for, and why they do 
things the way they do.

The growth in numbers at our OGA and Community events is 
a testament to the Association, and the value our alumni place 
on the people who have shared their journey. The recent OGA 
Toowoomba lunch was an afternoon of great story telling; it 
never ceases to surprise me how often the greatest interest and 
joy is in the recounts of ‘what we got up to’. These opportunities 
enable me to engage with the history of the School not included 
in the official publications – the stories which, as time moves 
forward, arguably create more meaning and sense of connection!

Current students will immediately connect with the thoughtful 
reflections of 2021 graduates, Jemima Robertson and 
Abbey Porter. With senior students now completing external 
assessments in Term 4 of each year (yes, some of our Old Girls 
will remember this was the approach to Senior during their 
years), St Hilda’s recognises at Senior Graduation the highest 
achieving student of internal assessment, and at the Scholars 
Assembly in the following year, the student who has achieved 
the highest results with external assessment. Both Jemima and 
Abbey participated fully in school life and we look forward to 
their continued connection and interest in St Hilda’s as they 
commence their university studies.

Mathematics Teacher and Head of Banksia House, Triston 
Young, and Head of Faculty – Visual Art, Alana Hampton, are 
well-known and highly respected for their deep and genuine 
interest in their students. Highly influential in very different 
disciplines and approaches, their Q & A section provides real 
insight into them individually as people, and their pedagogy.

To all our readers, those who are connecting with St Hilda’s 
every day, and to those who walked through the St Hilda’s 
gates many years ago, I thank you for your interest in the life 
and people of St Hilda’s, and look forward to learning more  
of your stories in this the OGA Centenary year.

Wendy Lauman 
Principal

Welcome  
to our Autumn edition of Spirit For your diary: 

St Hilda’s Day 
Chapel Service

Please join us to 
celebrate St Hilda’s Day 
on Friday 22 July with a 
Chapel Service, Morning 
Tea and Walking Tour
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SEND US  
YOUR  

FAVOURITE 
RECIPE

Celebrating 100 years  
of the OGA

The OGA 
       Cookbook

COMING IN 2022!
To celebrate the Old Girls’ Association’s 100th Anniversary in 2022,  
we are delighted to offer you our limited edition OGA Cookbook,  
filled with our Old Girls’ favourite recipes and enriched with heart-
warming anecdotes and images.

From mouth-watering sweet treats to scrumptious savoury delights, 
compotes, creams, and everything in between, the OGA Cookbook  
is set to be the ultimate guide to soulful cooking and baking.

Send us your recipes, photos, and anecdotes, and reserve your  
copy now for 2022 via: oldgirls@sthildas.qld.edu.au



FROM THE OGA PRESIDENT

The year 2022 is a ‘big’ one 
for the St Hilda’s Old Girls’ 
Association as it celebrates 100 
years. A fabulous achievement 
for an association that has 
continually experienced much 
growth and evolution since its 
creation; and a milestone that 
demands celebration.

Most recently, the OGA 
hosted our second annual 
Toowoomba Luncheon 
whereby 40 Old Girls 

convened from graduating years ranging from 1958 to 2020.  
The Luncheon was a wonderful success and saw women gather 
and relish our shared connection, St Hilda’s. We are very 
pleased to see such fantastic growth in numbers, as it is such 
a wonderful opportunity for Old Girls to reconnect with one 
another and for some to catch up with friends whom they had 
not seen since school.

The Toowoomba Luncheon is a highly anticipated event and 
has a permanent booking in the first quarter of every year on 
the Old Girls Association events calendar.

Furthermore, in honour of our milestone 100 years, the St Hilda’s 
Old Girls’ Association is very excited to announce that we will 
be hosting a Centenary Ball on 13 August 2022, inviting all 
involved in the St Hilda’s and St Hilda’s Old Girls’ Association 
communities to come together in celebration of the connection 
between past and present students; and to promote continued 
interest in the activities and progress of St Hilda’s School.

Our Centenary Ball is going to be a very special event, and 
one we are thrilled to be planning.

Moreover, the Old Girls’ Association is working to put together 
an OGA Cookbook and have put out a call to action for our Old 
Girls to contribute to the cookbook through submitting recipes, 
stories, and photos. Our cookbook will be published this year 
as a part of the Old Girls' Association Centenary celebrations.

Later this year, the Old Girls’ Association looks forward to hosting 
our 2022 Reunion Weekend, which will take place in the first 
weekend of November. The weekend is highly awaited and we 
look forward to welcoming our Old Girls back to join us for the 
Principal’s and OGA Cocktail Party on Friday 4 November and 
then our Brunch on the Green on Saturday 5 November.

Our Brunch on the Green takes place on the St Hilda’s School 
Oval with our Old Girls greeted with a refreshing Spritz 
on arrival followed by an array of divine brunch selections. 
This lovely event offers revitalisation to a weekend of great 
importance to our Old Girls Association.

Throughout this year, the Old Girls Association Committee 
continues to be devoted to strengthening our association 
by reaching all Old Girls through our various social media 
platforms and organising events all with the goal of bringing 
us together. It is our foremost purpose to ensure that our 
engagement with our Old Girls continues to increase and the 
strength of our special network continues to flourish.

Alana Chesser (2018) 
OGA President

100 Years to be Proud of!

Alana Chesser with Kim Nicoll at the recent Toowoomba Luncheon.
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Wendy Henning, President of our Boarder Parents Support Group, daughter of  
Susan Bamford-Fuller (nee Hordern), and mother of Jane, Peggy, Kate and Annabelle, has had 

a significant influence in supporting the many and varied interests of boarding families both 
through her dedication to St Hilda’s School and in her role as Vice President of the  

Isolated Children’s Parents’ Association (ICPA).

Wendy and her husband Andrew, run a cattle and mixed cropping business.  
When she is not serving the interests of the community and looking after the family business, 
Wendy until recently found time to work part-time as a Teacher Aide at Teelba State School. 

Wendy, like many of her cohort, represent women who grew up with the maxim  
‘girls can do anything’. And her experience attests to this!

Wendy Henning 
Q&A

In the year of the OGA’s centenary we thought we would catch up with one of  
our St Hilda’s families who have experienced three generations of schooling  

at St Hilda’s commencing in 1953.

Image courtesy of Country Style Magazine
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WENDY HENNING Q & A

Q What does a typical day in the life of  
Wendy Henning look like?

My days are so varied but during the term when the girls are all 
away doing their 'things' my days may be working alongside 
Andrew across all aspects of stock work which includes and is 
most definitely not limited to mustering, yard work, loading 
trucks, moving machinery, feeding stock – really it can be 
anything the day throws at us. There are other days that can be 
just a day of a bit of this and a bit of that and then there are days 
in the office tending to the never ending paperwork. When asked 
what my job is, sometimes I will say that my role is to facilitate 
the social lives of my girls and all that that encompasses, luckily 
with two now graduated they can do that themselves.

When the girls are home is when we do our more intensive stock 
program basically because we have many more hands. There 
are certainly more 'projects' planned for school holidays to allow 
us the time to have everyone helping. Cooking and washing 
also increases most definitely during the holidays but they are 
always accompanied by many chats with my girls.

Q Do you recall when you and your mum first made 
plans for you to go to boarding school? Did she share 

any stories with you about her boarding days at Southport?

My sister (Alice) and I were enrolled from a young age to go to 
St Hilda’s but then with changing of circumstances we didn’t 
go until much later. All recollections Mum had of her time at  
St Hilda’s were reflected upon with such fondness of not only 
her experiences but the friendships that she formed and 
maintained over the years so it was with great anticipation that 
we looked forward to it. Mum’s cousin Annabelle Swoboda 
(nee Douglas) recently reflected that Mum always helped her 
with reading letters from home but really it was so Mum could 
know what was happening too! Mum was so proud to be an 
Old Girl of St Hilda’s as she not only followed her two sisters 
but her beloved aunt Cecily Douglas (née Cobb) to the school. 
I think it was this feeling of pride and opportunity that she 
gave to us that has ensured my girls have kept this going 
through another generation.

Wendy Henning (centre) with Amanda Mutch (left) and Annabelle Raff (right) at Foundation Race Day 2022.

7 SPIRIT  |  AUTUMN 2022



WENDY HENNING Q & A

Q Each year new girls join the Boarding Community. 
Do you have any memories of your own experiences 

which might surprise girls today?

Our Head of Boarding was Miss Philben (whom my Mum had gone 
to St Hilda’s with) and she loved to put on Picnic At Hanging 
Rock for us to watch together on our first night at the start of 
the year! I often wonder about the choice… Still to this day the 
exciting sound of the girls reuniting, returning and seeing their 
friends again for the first time gives me goosebumps. For my 
generation it wasn’t common to have lots of contact with the 
other boarders over the holidays and most certainly no phones 
to share photos, videos or TikTok’s so it really was genuine 
excitement to see each other after the long holidays.

We also only talked to our parents on the weekend. On 
Sunday we would go down into Boarders’ Reception and take 
our phone call from them along with the other girls whose 
parents rang at the same time.

Q Are you still in touch with school friends? Do you 
have any standout memories of your times together 

then and over the years?

There are still girls that I keep in contact with and when we do 
see each other it is always so comfortable that the conversations 
just flow again, I think it comes from the understanding of the 
connection that we had being boarders together. The Senior 
Camp to Mt Warning was always a standout as it rained and 
rained and rained. I am sure for staff it must have been a logistical 
nightmare but for us it was an adventure with our friends.

Q What subjects interested you? Did you have a 
favourite subject/teacher?

My favourite subject was Speech and Drama. I was fortunate 
enough to have a young teacher Miss Cowie, who was so 
gentle but to me so inspiring. Her classes lead me to being in 
House Plays and the School Play. Whilst I was never very good 
at it, another great class was Modern History – Mrs Anderson 
was an older teacher who I loved to listen too and learn from.

Q When did you decide what you wanted to do post-
school and what inspired your decision?

When I finished school I had grand plans of becoming a Speech 
and Drama teacher and even auditioned in Brisbane for a few 
various ‘acting’ scholarships but ultimately I headed west and 
went Governessing for a family near Ilfracombe then to Jericho.  
Half way through the second year Mum and Dad informed 
me that I needed to 'do something' so I returned to Brisbane 
the following year to complete a Diploma of Business. My first 
position was with a contracting business, Andersen Contracting 
who were an arm of a much larger international consulting firm 
and here my eyes and experiences were opened. I worked 
for an incredible lady, Sheryle Moon, who gave me so much 
opportunity with her belief in me and her work ethic. Women 
becoming leaders in business were only coming to the fore 
and this really opened up my world. Marketing, PR and 
function co-ordination were all part of my role and with Sheryle 
supporting me, a young girl with limited experience and 
knowledge, really tapped into my, at times, unlearnt capability.

Q You are an advocate for equity of access to education 
for all students who live in rural and remote Australia. 

How did the values of your family and your education shape 
your commitment and the way you serve others – your living 
out of our School motto, Non Nobis Solum?

Mum was a trained Kindergarten Teacher and we always were 
learning growing up without really knowing. I don’t recall ever 
being passed a cup without it being blue or red!

Having started my 
schooling at a little one 
teacher school at Kynuna, 
western Qld, with at 
times only four students, 
it was more like family, 
than 'going to school' but 
we learnt, enjoyed and 
belonged. It was from 
here I think, that as I had 
my girls, who also then 
attended a small one 
teacher school, that I feel 
life had come full circle. 
Something I had always been taught, was that if you have an 
opinion and want something, then be prepared to stand up 
and be a part of the process. Along with that the value to being a 
part of a community is vital for connection and community vitality.

My girls are all so different from each other in their own ways, 
just like my sister and I were, but we were always treated with 
respect for ourselves and supported to learn, thrive and give 
whilst feeling loved and valued. Hopefully this is what I have 
also been teaching my children.

MUM’S EDUCATION 

WAS VERY FORMAL DUE 

TO THE ERA BUT SHE 

DIDN’T FEEL HINDERED 

BY BEING FEMALE AND 

AS A RESULT SHE JUST 

WENT ABOUT BEING 

CAPABLE.

Wendy (left) taking in the sights of Brisbane with Dad, Mum and sister, Alice.
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WENDY HENNING Q & A

Q Since your mum was first at St Hilda’s in 1953,  
what do you think have been the biggest changes  

in girls’ education and the educational experience available 
to rural families?

Mum’s education was very formal due to the era but she didn’t 
feel hindered by being female and as a result she just went 
about being capable. For instance, Mum and a friend of hers 
set off travelling and working around Australia in a modified 
VW once they had completed their teaching degrees. Being 
female was never a limitation for her, but always being aware 
and ready for any adventure and seeing what was out there, 
was very much a result of her upbringing and schooling.  
For my sister and I, and now my girls, it is a lot more spoken 
about and opportunities are so vast for anyone that there is  
no right or wrong way to pave your career.

Q Your energy, enthusiasm and commitment are 
extraordinary – aside from your work on the  

property what else do you work at?

Not only being a Mum, wife, farmer, business partner and 
owner but a volunteer fill my cup. My girls will tell you Mum 
always says “life is all about choices, just make the right ones”. 
I feel so fortunate with my life and the opportunities I have 
been given (I've worked darned hard too) and I'm always aware 
that not everyone is as fortunate. If I can help and make a 
difference not only for my family but others who don’t have  
the same opportunity then, why not because I can.

My roles working with an incredible volunteer organisation, 
Isolated Children’s Parents’ Association (ICPA) have allowed 
me to tap back into my life prior to children with the organising 
of conferences, being a part of a formalised team, attending 
meetings, etc but most importantly ensuring that my children, 
and all children, who do not grow up in an urban setting have 
the opportunity to learn, belong and have a sense of value  
and importance.

Over the years as my learning continues in the areas of lobbying 
and advocacy so has my capability and commitment and now 
I am a Vice President for ICPA QLD and also a Councillor with 
ICPA Australia. Naturally this takes time (if you ask Andrew at 
times a LOT of time) but fortunately I have 24 hours in each day 
and often ICPA is a part of my nights... as well as days!

I am ruthless about having commitments marked on a calendar 
and working on a plan to fit everything and everyone in, 
sometimes its best not to dwell on it all and just do it, otherwise  
I mightn’t have the energy to start.

Q Do you have any current goals that you are  
working towards?

My girls have all learnt in such different ways to each other but 
as their Mum I can make sure they haven’t been disadvantaged 
because of where we have chosen to live. To have four well 

rounded, grounded, capable, compassionate young ladies who  
are employable and happy will be my greatest achievement.

Learning to say "no" occasionally is also something that I  
have on my list to work on so as to make sure I make more 
time to enjoy life.

Ideally one day, now that the world is so virtual, I would love 
to be able to work even part time in an advisory role in some 
capacity of either education or agriculture. I am still working on 
what I could do but as our schooling years come to an end,  
I may have a little more time to sort this out.

Q What advice would you give your 16/17  
year old self?

Believe in yourself and your abilities, looking over your shoulder 
and perceiving others as more 'important' is purely just a 
perception – remember everyone is valuable to every situation.

Q Who inspires you in work, or more generally, in life?

My Mum and Dad, who most definitely did not have an 
easy life but who had a happy fulfilled life. Also whilst these 
days reading books isn’t something I fit in a lot, audio books 
have revolutionised my travelling time and I recently listened 
to Michelle Obama. I feel if I ever had the opportunity to have 
a cuppa with her we would have much in common.

Oh and my husband Andrew who always says “you’ll be right, 
you can do it” and is one of the calmest people I know!

Wendy, with her proud mum, Susan Bamford-Fuller (nee Hordern 1953)  
on her wedding day.
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A NEW GENERATION OF OLD GIRLS
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LENNOX HEAD, NSW
Northern Rivers Primex
19 - 20 May 2022

BLACKALL, QLD
ICPA Conference
8 - 9 June 2022

MOREE, NSW
Boarding Schools Expo 
20 - 21 July 2022

TALWOOD, QLD
Talwood Ladies Day 
24 August 2022

2022 TOUR DATES 

Moree 518km

Goondiwindi 402km

Talwood 488km

Blackall 1014km

1

2

3

4

On The Road 
Board ing Road Tr ips

Connect with Amanda Rigby, Head of Boarding, 
to learn more about boarding by the beach and 
the distinct advantages of an all-girls’ education.

Email arigby@sthildas.qld.edu.au



Where are they now?

Debbie Buckley (nee Clarke 1978) 
OGA President 2007 – 2015

Q What are you currently pursuing and how has 
this changed your life as it is today?

I spent more then a few years on the OGA committee 
and around the time I retired in 2016, I thought I’d 
left those gates behind for good, albeit, returning for 
the odd visit for fetes, meetings and reunions. Life 
was going well. We’d educated our four kids (phew!); 
I’d worked with my husband in general practice, and 
then started my business, Downsized Living, which 
assists senior Gold Coasters to downsize and relocate. 
Downsized Living has enabled me to use my nursing 
and medical experience combined with my passion for 
organising and problem solving to provide an invaluable 
service for those seniors unable to navigate this time of 
their lives easily themselves.

Q Were there any unexpected or unplanned 
outcomes throughout your journey?

As fate would have it, my time at St Hilda’s was not over 
after I retired. A phone call in late 2017, inviting me to 
consider becoming a Member of the School Council, 
took me by surprise. I didn’t think I had the credentials 
for such a role, but I must say, it has been one of the 
most rewarding experiences I’ve had at St Hilda’s.

It took some convincing, but I now see my time as 
student, parent and volunteer at the School has held 
me in good stead on Council and am grateful for the 
opportunity to continue to be involved and give back 
to a School that gave me, and my girls, so much. It 
still gives me great pleasure to walk through those 
gates, view the wonderful campus environment and I’m 
delighted (and still get quite emotional) at seeing the 
incredible young women we are educating today.

Q A fond memory of schooling years and 
how this St Hilda’s journey has formed  

who you are today?

I’ve left the gates of St Hilda’s many times over the years 
feeling many different emotions. Firstly, as a student, after 
11 incredibly happy years, there was relief at graduating 
and tremendous excitement of what lay ahead for the class 
of 1978. The honour and pride marrying my husband in the 
School Chapel in 1985. Then, 
as a parent of two daughters 
at St Hilda’s, the emotions 
were on show regularly 
during their education. The 
tears of joy as I seemed to 
relive my own school days 
watching them experience 
their own wonderful times 
at School. Mind you, I can’t 
forget the elation of paying 
that last fee invoice in 2012.

Three of our recent OGA presidents reminisce on their time at St Hilda’s.  
We look forward to catching up with Clare Henke in our next Spirit edition. 

We would love to hear from other OGA office holders.

Debbie with daughters Lizzie (2012) and Steph (2006).

Debbie with Rosemary Hughes.
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Q What are you currently pursuing and how has 
this changed your life as it is today?

Today, I am currently working in Sydney at Macquarie 
in one of our Governance teams, with a particular focus 
on regulation, both domestic and international. I would 
not have believed it if you had told me in my final year 
of school that this is where my career was going to 
begin as it was so different to what I expected to be 
doing. However, I am so glad that I challenged myself 
to do something different and it has been the best 
learning experience. I feel very fortunate to be working 
with diverse people for a dynamic, Australian-based 
investment bank that is always challenging the status quo 
and the traditional ways of doing business.

Q Can you give us a fond memory of your schooling 
years and how this St Hilda’s journey has formed 

who you are today?

As clichéd as it may sound, my time at St Hilda’s really did 
help prepare me for my career, and life outside school. 
At a fundamental level, the key principle surrounding an 
education at St Hilda’s about encouraging girls to dream 
and to achieve has helped me to ‘back myself’ in my 
career, and not let pre-conceived ideas or standards hold 
me back. On a more personal level, the St Hilda's School 
motto Non Nobis Solum has also encouraged me to get 
involved in my new local community and through work 
volunteering.

Georgia Frizelle (2015) 
OGA President 2016 – 2019

Q What did you end up studying/pursuing after 
you graduated from St Hilda’s?

After I graduated from St Hilda’s, I wasn’t completely 
sure what direction I hoped my career would take me 
in, so I decided to go to Bond University and study 
something that both interested me and that I thought 
would be transferrable. I studied a double degree in 
Law and Commerce, graduating in 2019 with Honours 
and majoring in Finance. In my final year of university, I 
discovered that starting my career as a lawyer wasn’t the 
right fit, and so I decided to head to Sydney to begin my 
journey in finance.

Q Were there any unexpected or unplanned 
outcomes throughout your journey?

Whilst it is not the path that I expected, I am grateful for 
the choices that I have made along the way which have 
led me to this point in my journey post-St Hilda’s, and  
I am excited to see what the future holds for myself and 
other St Hilda’s alumni.
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Alana Chesser (2018) 
OGA President 2019 – Present

Q What did you end up studying/pursuing  
after you graduated from St Hilda’s and 

were there any unexpected or unplanned outcomes 
throughout your journey?

Following my graduation from St Hilda’s School in 2018, 
I commenced a Bachelor of Business and Commerce at 
Bond University; however, after one semester I realised 
that this was not where my true passion and fulfilment was 
to be found. After weeks of pondering and considering 
what my real interests were, where my innate abilities lay 
and what brings me joy, happiness and contentedness,  
I enrolled in a Bachelor of Property at Bond University.

Upon this second take, it wasn’t long before I realised I 
had undoubtedly made the most perfect decision, I found 
my true passion and I was fulfilled by my studies. I often 
get asked why I did not go ‘straight’ into property, as it 
has been a part of my life for as long as I can remember.

My parents have operated a private property investment 
and development company on the Gold Coast since 
2004, when I was 3 years old. Property is an industry in 
which I have had considerable exposure to, and one  
I have since developed a fierce enthusiasm for.

I so thoroughly enjoyed my 2.5 years at Bond University, 
completing my studies in August 2021 and having 
experienced so much in a relatively short period of time.

Furthermore, my love for St Hilda’s has continued 
throughout my ‘post-school’ life and I have had the 
privilege of being the President of the St Hilda’s Old Girls’ 
Association since 2019. I am incredibly passionate about 
connecting with all St Hilda’s women, with the goal of 
making our Old Girls network as strong as possible.

Q What are you currently pursuing and how has 
this changed your life as it is today?

Since the completion of my Bachelor of Property degree 
at Bond University, my current pursuits are within my 
family’s company. In the company, my role is vast and 
tasks range from acquisition and feasibility studies on 
potential and actual purchases; contract administration; 
accounts; property management; lease negotiations 
and renewals with current and new tenants; design 
consultation and minor construction management. I am 
thoroughly enjoying working in the industry in which  
I grew up, and it is thrilling being involved in a forever 
evolving space – there is never a dull moment in the 
property industry.

Q A fond memory of schooling years and  
how this St Hilda’s journey has formed  

who you are today?

During my time at school, I so dearly valued leadership 
and community engagement, hence my fondest memory 
of my time at school was the many opportunities that 
were on offer to enable me to develop my passion for 
leadership. My experiences within leadership roles, 
particularly as School Captain, contributed to the woman 
I am today by encouraging me to flourish, develop a 
sense of self and empower me to be open minded, 
honest and embracing of all that life has to offer.

Alana with her sister, Georgia (2020).

OGA Ladies Luncheon 2021.
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Abbey Porter – 2021 Dux of St Hilda’s School

To reach your full potential at 
St Hilda’s, in all aspects of your 
schooling journey, my biggest 
piece of advice would be to aim  
for balance and prioritise your 
mental wellbeing.

In my last year of school especially, 
I worked hard to correct my 
mindset, let go of the idea of 
perfection and allowed myself to 

enjoy all the opportunities that my final year brought. Whilst 
in a way this felt counter-intuitive, by putting less pressure on 
myself and focusing on my happiness and wellbeing I ended up 
achieving much higher results academically, and living a more 
balanced, happy life.

Of course, time management was key in this process, and  
I really worked hard in class to get my work done, ensuring 
I had more time out of school to focus on myself and doing 
things that I loved. I attribute a lot of my success to the new 
mindset and life I created for myself during my final year.

The biggest takeaway from my time at St Hilda’s is to get 
involved in as many things as you can, as these opportunities 

Jemima Robertson – 2021 Summa Cum Laude 
for Internal Assessment

My advice to every student is to enjoy 
this moment in your life because it will 
pass by before you know it. If you’ve 
made the most of all your opportunities, 
no matter how much you’ve enjoyed 
your time at school, you’ll be ready to 
fully embrace what comes next.

I know that there are aspects of school 
life that can be difficult, so you must 
learn to support yourself through those 
challenging times and encourage yourself 
to keep trying. For me personally, my 

mantra has always been “you don’t need to be the best, just try 
your best”. For me, trying things outside my comfort zone made 
me grow as a person. Stepping out of your comfort zone, whilst 
giving your maximum effort, strengthens not only yourself, but 
also the people around you who are trying to do the same.

So put your hand up for as much as you can take on and 
support those around you to be the best they can as well. 

I’ve also learned that everything doesn’t always go according 
to how we plan or hope – but there can be gifts in this too.  
So follow your dreams – regardless of outcome.

If you’ve given your best you can take pride in the resilience and 
skills you’ve developed because you gave it a go. I have also 
learnt that being able to laugh at yourself for mistakes or things 
that have not gone quite to plan, makes it easier to hurdle over 
and keep striving for success. There will always be a next time, 
so just keep believing in yourself and trying your hardest.

This year I commenced a Bachelor of Laws/Arts degree at 
University of Queensland. I joined The Women’s College, UQ and 
am putting my hands up to get involved with as much as I can. 

I will always be grateful that St Hilda’s taught me the meaning 
of belonging; the importance of friendship, teamwork and 
community; the power of ambition and hard work; and also 
how to have fun during it all.

won’t be around forever. Participating in extra-curriculars is 
such an amazing experience and allows you to form solid 
friendships with people you may not otherwise meet.  
Talk to different people outside your friendship group and 
broaden your horizons – you never know which people will  
become your lifelong friends.

In the next part of my education journey, I have decided to 
pursue the career of medicine, which has been my dream for  
a very long time.

I was accepted into University of Queensland’s Doctor of 
Medicine through a provisional entry pathway. I am currently 
studying a Bachelor of Biomedical Science at UQ as my 
undergraduate program. I have a long journey ahead, but  
I am so excited for all the opportunities I will receive and the 
memories I will make along the way.

I am so incredibly thankful for all the support I received 
throughout my time at St Hilda’s. I would not be where I am 
today without my amazing and dedicated teachers, and the 
various role models who supported me through my final years.

For the girls nearing the end of their schooling journey, work 
hard but take every opportunity you can to enjoy your time at  
St Hilda’s – it will be over before you know it!
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Exceptional Academic Results  
in 2021

Future Pathways for 2021 Graduates

30% 
Society and Culture

21.11% 
Health

16.67% 
Management and 

Commerce

7.78% 
Creative Arts

7.78% 
Engineering

7.78% 
Natural and 

Physical Sciences

5.56% 
Education

3.33% 
Architecture and 

Building

Our 2021 cohort continued to achieve exceptional academic results, 
opening opportunities to diverse careers.

ATAR

95+
25%

ATAR

90+
50%

ATAR

80+
75%

STUDENTS COMPLETED  
A DIPLOMA OF BUSINESS

STUDENTS COMPLETED  
A CERTIFICATE II OR III COURSE

Students were  
awarded VET  
qualifications,  
including:59 39

20
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SCHOOL NEWS AND UPDATES

The summer of 2021/2022 lifted our spirits initially in our 
second year of COVID-19; we continued to enjoy many of the 
personal freedoms, apart from travel, which had previously 
been restricted due to Queensland experiencing lower 
cases than other States. As a community we could celebrate 
together all the calendar events which mark significant stages 
of our girls’ education, Year 12 Graduation, Speech Day, the 
Principal and OGA Cocktail Party, along with other curriculum 
and community events – all contributed to some wonderful 
end of year memories.

Of special significance, given the nature of previous 
restrictions placed on gatherings, was the real delight in 
being able to listen to our students join in song once again 
at Speech Day. Remi Long, School Captain, with her powerful 
vocal, led the opening of the stirring anthem, You’re the Voice. 
Head Day Girl, Poppy-Jane Todd, Head Boarder, Saskia 
Billson, and Sports Captain, Kenina Murtagh, brought the rest 
of the school along with them as they led the instrumental. 

The talents of our Senior Prefect Executive continued to be 
shared as they announced the School’s theme for 2022, Stand 
Up, Stand Out. A call to action which has been embraced 
in the months following this celebration of endeavour as 
students and our wider community have managed the impact 
of a continually challenging external environment.

Our motto, Non Nobis Solum (Not For Ourselves Alone), has, 
as with previous generations of St Hilda’s girls, enabled us to 
maintain a focused approach to learning, to aspiration, and 
to serving others. In this 100-year anniversary of our OGA, we 
continue to be delighted at our Old Girls’ willingness to  
re-engage with the School to celebrate their lifelong 
friendships, share their stories and experiences, and provide 
mentoring opportunities for today’s students.

Our most recent graduates were unable to gather at Bumbles 
to reconnect over a High Tea in February due to gathering 
restrictions at that time. A cohort who will be remembered 

School News and Updates

International Women’s Day Assembly.

Speech Day 2021.

Boarders volunteering at Parkrun event.

CASPA Flood Appeal.

2022 Senior Prefect Executive.
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SCHOOL NEWS AND UPDATES

for their unerring support of each other, we were overjoyed 
with the success they achieved academically and with the 
offers they received for their future pathways. Twelve of the 
twenty-three scholars achieving an ATAR of 95 or above were 
able to meet on Saturday 19 February, for a ‘COVID-managed 
Scholar’s Assembly’ to recognise their accomplishments and 
for them to record for current students, their words of advice 
on how they managed their senior years. The diversity of their 
approaches was both insightful and amusing! Each year our 
scholars will ensure there are ‘talking points’ which enable 
those about to embark on the same path.

The relationship with our brother school, TSS, continues to 
flourish and at the time of writing, many are looking forward 
to taking their seats in the Annand Theatre in May to enjoy 
the TSS production of the musical, Oliver, which will feature a 
number of St Hilda’s students. Some of our OGA will recall their 
own experience performing in the 1981 Oliver production.

In the meantime, our Year One classes have been fabulous 
hosts, sharing a day with their TSS counterparts, and enjoying 
the celebration of Harmony Week by wearing crazy socks!

The ever-important role of schools providing a safe place for 
students governs our attention and decisions as we navigate 
this third year of the pandemic.

2022 began with a delayed commencement to the school 
year, followed by a staggered return of students, initially  
with senior years studying online, and Pre-Prep allowed to 
be onsite, followed by a return to classrooms in the following 
week. Finally, we were together, and this is what we have 
celebrated in the Summer of 2022, whenever and wherever 
we can! 

This is the St Hilda’s spirit, made familiar to us in the chorus of 
our School Song written by St Hilda’s students during WWII, 
‘Girls are strong as well as men, so we shall work and win!’

Welcome, Jon Bell,  
Head Swim Coach

We are thrilled to announce 
that Australian Paralympic Swim 
Coach, Jon Bell, has recently 
been appointed as St Hilda’s 
Aquatics’ Head Swim Coach.

Jon’s expertise is set to elevate 
our athletes’ capabilities, having 
coached Australia’s Paralympic 
Swim Team at the recent 2020 
Tokyo Paralympics.

Jon brings a wealth of 
knowledge across aquatics 
coaching, programming, and 
management, with a remarkable 
reputation for coaching athletes 
on the world stage.

2022 Scholar’s Assembly.

1981 Oliver production program.

QGSSSA Swimming Carnival.
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Teacher Feature

Triston Young

Meet Triston Young, Head of Banksia House
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Q How long have you worked at St Hilda’s School and 
what inspired you to become a teacher?

I’ve worked at St. Hilda’s for nearly 7 years now, long service 
leave, here I come. Firstly, I don’t think I chose teaching, I feel 
like it chose me. I was struggling at university and wondering 
why I was doing the degree I was doing, when my friend 
suggested taking some education subjects as my electives.  
The introduction to the education course required me to 
spend 10 days observing a teacher and students and I enjoyed 
it so much that I ended up spending almost 8 weeks at the 
school. It was Mrs Pearson of a Year 3 class who told me that 
I had more talent for teaching than some of the practicum 
students she had seen come through, and the rest as they say 
is history… though I had to do more mathematics in education 
than I did in engineering.

Q What do you love most about your job?

The students and how they make every day different. 
I think I’ve been very fortunate that my enthusiasm of 
mathematics and my love of learning that has allowed some of 
my students to develop a similar relationship with the subject. 
Additionally, it is always a pleasure hearing about where the 
girls end up and how they either have nothing to do with 
mathematics in their tertiary studies or that mathematics has 
somehow weaved its way into their degree.

Q What are your hobbies and interests  
outside of teaching?

As many of the students I teach will know, I love playing and 
watching tennis. Which is why I’m hoping to travel the world 
following the four majors; French Open, Wimbledon, US Open 
and the Aussie Open during my long service leave. I’ve played 
tennis since I was about 6 years old and have represented 
South Coast, Queensland and Australia, I was also part of a 
back-to-back TSS Opens Premiership winning team when I was 
in grades 11 and 12. Alas, my dreams of being a professional 
tennis player took a back seat when I stopped growing and all 
my friends became taller than me. However, I do love the sport 
and if I wasn’t a teacher, I would have loved to have been a 
sports photographer following the tennis around the world.

Q Can you tell us about your involvement with leading 
a School House (Banksia) and how this has shaped 

your outlook on teaching?

Head of House has been the most fun out of all my positions 
held at St. Hilda’s so far. It’s a completely different dynamic 
where you are having to mentor students to become better 
leaders, promoting participation and being able to support 
students beyond the classroom.

It’s a privilege to watch students display talents you never knew 
they had and have a go at things with the safety of the House 
supporting them. Hence, I think my teaching philosophy has 
shaped the way I engage in my role as Head of House  
by focusing on participation and enthusiasm.

Q What are your short-term goals?

I’m still very new to the role of Head of House and I 
am working all the time at developing my mentoring skills, my 
patience in accepting that students aren’t always as organised 
as I would like them to be or aware of the chain of information 
(keeping me in the loop).

Helping students realise that everyone is a leader, and we need 
an array of different skills in our team to be successful. Funnily 
enough academically I am working towards something similar 
with the development of skills in our Mathematics department 
in order to have a successful team. I find it hard to think that I 
am mentoring another staff member because I don’t feel I know 
everything yet, however, I think about it as more like passing on 
my knowledge and experiences so that others can develop their 
own skills to tackle the higher order concepts in mathematics.

Q What inspires and motivates you day-to-day?

I think knowing that we are making a difference, 
hopefully positively and encouraging our students to 
dream big and be brave. I think we as teachers, especially 
mathematics teachers are highly introverted, we don’t seek 
praise, we don’t make a big deal out of things, we do what we 
do because we love seeing the little successes turn into big 
successes. Just know this, I might not show it overtly, but I am 
my students’ biggest cheerleader.
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OGA REUNIONS AND EVENTS

OGA  Reunions and Events

Brunch on the Green 2021.

Toowoomba Luncheon 2022.
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OGA REUNIONS AND EVENTS

Reunions
Saturday 7 May
Join us for the next OGA 
Meeting at 9.30am
Location: The Boardroom,  
James Administration Building
Join us at our 2022  
OGA Reunion Weekend!

Friday 22 July 
St Hilda’s Day 
Chapel Service, Morning Tea  
and Walking Tour

Saturday 13 August 
OGA Centenary Ball

Friday 4 November 
Principal’s and OGA  
100 years Cocktail Party

Saturday 5 November 
9.00am OGA Meeting
10.00am Chapel
10.30am Tour of Campus
11.30am Brunch on the Green

Congratulations  
to all our reunions!
60 years: 1962-2022
50 years: 1972-2022
40 years: 1982-2022
30 years: 1992-2022
20 years: 2002-2022
10 years: 2012-2022

For further information,  
contact Simone Crowther, 
Community and Alumni  
Liaison Officer at  
oldgirls@sthildas.qld.edu.au

2022

and events

Principal’s and OGA Cocktail Party 2021.
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Teacher Feature
Alana Hampton

Meet Alana Hampton, Head of Faculty – Visual Arts

TEACHER FEATURE

Q Tell me about yourself, explain what you do  
and how you got into teaching

I’m a specialist Visual Art teacher, trained in the Artist/Educator 
model at Tasmanian School of Art, so, I’m also a maker and 
haven’t ever not felt the need to make.

What led me to teaching? A very thoughtful and intuitive 
student teacher in Year 11 who, unbidden, sent me the 
application papers for art school, and thus began my 
fascination with the concept of serendipity that continues to 
inform so much of my making and teaching practice.

I was only 15 so deferred entry, went to TAFE for 12 months and 
started the following year. Again, serendipity – two of my TAFE 
teachers had trained at the Slade School in London and, like 
so many artists at the time (and since), had fallen in love with 
Tasmania while travelling. The institute was run as an art school 
and I learned so much about media and techniques, etching 
the old way with eagle feathers and acid, welding with full mask 
and great slabs of metal, life drawing, oil painting, grinding, and 
reconstituting my own clay and making glazes, art history and 
so much more. At 16, it was all very exciting and as it turned out, 
very useful in the career that evolved from there.
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The next year, art school in Hobart was like finding a spiritual 
home: a wonder world of film, life drawing, psychology lectures 
and profound experiences. Like camping on beaches in the 
middle of winter, discovering the underground convict-built 
arches of the underground river below the city, and sleeping 
in pine forests to catch the morning light. I studied visual 
art education under Lindsay Boughton, photography with 
Geoff Parr and Marion Marrison – two of Australia’s leading 
landscape photographers and drawing under the shaman-like 
eye of Dusan Marek.

A painter and film maker, Dusan was like no other, having 
been part of the Prague Surrealist Movement, he spoke in 
metaphors and communicated in stories and broken images.  
I spent a lot of time in the film-making department, fascinated 
by his lifelong concern with using artmaking to communicate 
metaphysical/philosophical ideas. So began my fascination 
with time-based work and meaning making through images. 
The university library was where I uncovered the power of 
Jung’s ideas that have informed almost every turn of my 
personal, teaching and aesthetic life.

Among the inhabitants of the art school, I was fortunate to 
learn from Lindsay Boughton’s Art Ed focus; an amazing human 
who never ceased to have faith in me and expressed his role 
through a beautifully articulated passion for learning through 
the arts. Through Lindsay, I ‘met’ Elliot Eisner’s ideas, long 
before I met him, fawningly, at a conference in the ’90s. I don’t 
believe anyone has done it better or written in more depth 
about our core business as teachers than Eisner in The Arts 
and the Creation of Mind. I pick it up several times a year to 
counter the rot of low scaling and decimated respect for the 
Arts in the current climate.

Q How have you developed your career?

I’ve never been ambitious – the happy accident was 
always the thing – and a passionate belief in the power of 
Visual Art to reach students, encourage a social conscience, 
empathise, and ‘see’ the world through an embodied, 
interrogated, reflective lens.

A few years into teaching, I was approached to take the role of 
Head of Department, following which, I went back to Hobart 
where I worked at the Hobart College on Mount Nelson in what 
was my old art school building – the art school had moved to the 
Hobart docks where it remains today. Here I taught Photography 
and Art History before taking off on an adventure north.

Long-story-short, a road trip from Tasmania found me on the 
Gold Coast. In another, eventually, happy accident, I caught 
up with Donna Marcus, who was then setting up Visual Art at 
Griffith University where I eventually worked in Art Education, 
taking intensive drawing classes.

Not long after, I visited St Hilda’s as a supervising teacher. 
It was like finding a garden. I put in my application, and I’ve 
considered it home ever since.

Developing my career from there?

I think the development has been an evolution of the seeds 
planted in childhood, from time spent in nature, deep reading, 
seeking for understanding and meaning, finding those people 
who challenge and further thinking, gradually honing my 
thinking through a respect for the power of the visual arts and, 
for a visual/kinaesthetic and naturalistic learner, with a love of 
words (in a poetic mode) – that’s me – I’m still deeply in love 
with what I do as a maker and as a teacher.

TEACHER FEATURE

Alana Hampton and Leilani Leon at the opening of the Creative Generation exhibition in 2021.
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TEACHER FEATURE

Q Describe a real-life situation that’s inspired you?

The lessons my Year 9 Class at Prospect High School 
taught me in my second-year of teaching – I was 21 and knew 
I had to listen before I’d be listened to. It’s a long story with a 
very happy ending.

Real life: nothing is any more real than nature and I know  
she’s my greatest teacher, as maker and human. Anytime I’m in 
nature I have an immediate sense of a tangible touchstone to 
what matters.

Kayaking, walking, exploring at night on the fringes of suburbia 
with my camera, away from streetlights still fills me with awe like 
those cold nights camped out at Falmouth or Cockle Creek. 
Though I grieve and mourn the loss of these wild places, it is 
another inspiration for making work, and sharing the work of 
artists who through the beauty of what they do, help students 
consider the economy and ethics of consumption.

Q Who/what are your biggest influences  
(Educationally and artistically)?

The roots of those earliest understandings about the world; 
Nature, watching the experiences I’m drawn to, watching, 
and being seduced by light and shadow, envisioning 
ideas, contacting feelings, acknowledging the senses and 
experiences and how they influence the directions I take, and 
those special people to lose time with, immersed.

Q Which current art world trends  
are you following?

That's an impossible one to answer really – a moving feast – 
nothing is fixed in time for me, I go back and forward in time 
and place – I can dredge up things I’ve read from decades ago, 
or step into an exhibition and be awe struck – like the recent 
Michael Cook at Andrew Baker Gallery – I love that everything is 
online as a reminder – I ‘take it all back’ to my students.

Serendipity works perfectly as a process here too.

I have a curated collection of artists and galleries on Instagram 
– one for students, another for me. Vault is fabulous – the 
plethora of works online and galleries with great educational 
programs makes me happy.

Q How do you create a classroom culture of innovation 
and critical reflection?

If there is any theory to it, it’s the idea of pull, push and pause. 
It goes back decades to when I was trying to work out how to 
help students understand the teamwork of a creative process 
when you are starting something – without forcing but loving 
the trace of the idea enough to persevere. With students, 
it frames the idea that I’m there to pull them forward in the 
beginning and push them when they want to stop, and then 
pause so they’ll come back to me and pull me into their ideas. 
It’s about responsibility, but also the knowing that I’m there 
when they need me. I try to restate the threads of ideas as 
they show and talk… to pull the threads of something that may 
be expressed in passing… this comes from the foundation 
of Jung’s ideas; understanding how an image arrives in us 
and how it can be plucked if we’ve been patient enough or 
impulsive enough to ‘see’ it as they make.
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Celebrating

Years
100

Date: Saturday 13 August 2022

Location:  The Events Centre  

Aquis Gold Coast Turf Club

Time: 6.30pm–10.30pm

Price:  $225 per single ticket  

or table of 10 for $2,200. 

  Includes 3 course meal, 4 hour drinks 

package including wine, beer  

and Moet Champagne all night,  

live band, raffles, auctions and fun!

Dress Code: Black Tie/Formal 

RSVP: Before 31 July 2022

Tickets:  https://events.humanitix.com/ 

st-hilda-s-oga-centenary-ball

CentenaryOLD GIRLS’ ASSOCIATION

BALL

https://events.humanitix.com/st-hilda-s-oga-centenary-ball
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My mother Thello May McCulloch  
(nee Hancock) was a boarding student at  
St Hilda’s School between 1937 and 1940. 
She passed away recently at 98 years. 

St Hilda’s was an important part of her life, and throughout 
her life she kept in regular contact with a number of very good 
friends that she made during her time at the School. Now, after 
80 odd years since she left, there is only one friend from that 
time still living – Joy Esler (nee Parker).

One of Mum’s prized possessions from that time was a small  
St Hilda’s School vase - made by Shelly in England. It remained 
with her through several house moves, including from Brisbane to 
Sydney where she moved into the retirement village apartment 
she shared with my father. The vase then moved with her to her 
Aged Care room where it was still proudly on display... and also 
still being used!

My siblings and I know that Mum would have been very pleased 
to see the vase returned to St Hilda’s.

Vale Thello May McCulloch (1922 – 2021)

Be a changemaker and create history  
on our first ever...

GIVING DAY
We believe that every young woman deserves the opportunity  

to wear the St Hilda’s School uniform and experience everything it represents.

Your donation will make a St Hilda’s experience possible  
through a St Hilda’s Foundation Scholarship.

#MakeItPossible

5 MAY 2022 | 12 HOURS ONLY

charidy.com/sthildasfoundation

The OGA recently received the below from Gerrard McCulloch.

https://charidy.com/sthildasfoundation


2022 COMMUNITY EVENTS

2022 Community Events

To view all community events, visit sthildas.qld.edu.au
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