
I N S P I R I N G  W O M E N  F O R  M O R E  T H A N  A  C E N T U R Y

SPRING 2021

Inside
Meet Dr Annabelle Stabler (1997) 
Orthopaedic Surgeon

• 2016 Senior School Leaders: Where are they now?

•  Discovering a New Generation of Old Girls

• 2021 OGA Reunion Weekend details

  …and more!



On 23 July, we had the pleasure  
of spending St Hilda’s Day with 
Old Girls at our School Tour, 
Chapel Service, and Morning Tea. 

The morning provided opportunities 
to reminisce and reconnect, 
particularly during the tour of 
the remodelled Jennifer Reeves 
building, which was reopened in 
2015 after its redevelopment. 

It was also very special to hear that two of our Old Girls made a 
further connection on St Hilda’s Day, discovering that they both 
have daughters enrolled in our Pre-Preparatory classes this year!

During the St Hilda’s Day Assembly, our forum of recent graduates, 
including Hannah Shrubshall (2018), studying Marine & Wildlife 
Biology at Griffith, Alana Chesser (2018), studying Property 
Management at Bond, Lee-Ann Peng (2016), Animator and 
Illustrator, who recently graduated from QUT with a Bachelor 
of Creative Industries, and Brittany Croft (2012), now a Senior 
Engineer for the Australian Road Research Board, shared insights 
into how to determine what’s next when deciding on a career path.

The interest of many of our Secondary Students was 
immediately evident, as completing SEP Plans for the selection 
of senior subjects, filling preferences for university applications, 
and applying for scholarships is at the forefront of the girls’ 
priorities at this time of the year.

Also at the Assembly, Head Day Girl, Jemima Robertson, reminded 
us of the rich traditions established in 1912 by Headmistress,  
Miss Catherine Bourne, when the School was officially purchased 
by the Diocese. Miss Bourne was Archbishop Donaldson’s 
recommended applicant, and to her, we owe our gratitude for  
our motto, Non Nobis Solum (Not for Ourselves Alone). 

Our motto is a sentiment that continues to stand us in good stead, 
as each student looks to the future and identifies how she will 
contribute to shaping and changing this world, as its sustainability 
depends on each of us embracing action for the common good.

St Hilda's Day also saw our younger students engage in learning 
about the history of St Hilda of Whitby, and the voices of our 
Years 4 to 6 Choir combined to lead us in our School Hymn.

Our Prefects, together with Student Leaders from TSS, hosted a 
Social Trivia Afternoon for St Hilda's and TSS’s Year 10 students. 
Due to last year’s COVID restrictions, these students had missed 
out on the much-loved Year 9 Dance Classes in 2020, so the 
afternoon provided an opportunity to meet and begin building 
friendships across the two campuses.

All in all, St Hilda’s Day 2021 was a wonderful, fulfilling day.  
I hope that next year, with the 100th Year Celebration of our 
OGA, many more of St Hilda's alumni will be able to join us to 
celebrate our community's past, present, and future.

There is no doubt that our Senior Students and Old Girls provide 
extraordinary role models for younger girls. Each year, aspiring 
Student Leaders are asked if there has been a student who has 
inspired them on their current journey. Many of them will recall 
students who were Seniors when they were navigating entry into 
the Middle Years of schooling, at an age where the actions of a 
peer, who is not that much older than you, can make a significant 
impression. In recent years, it has been our privilege to invite the 
School Captain who addressed the graduating cohort at their first 
Secondary Assembly to guest speak at their Graduation Evening.

In recent weeks, it has been encouraging to learn that a number 
of our Senior Students have been offered early entry to the 
university of their choice. Congratulations, girls, on the effort you 
have put into ensuring that you have a portfolio that reflects your 
academic achievements and your commitment to serve and lead.

Overall, it has been another eventful six months as we've 
navigated lockdowns, border closures, the disappointments 
which are always a factor of life, and the joy and gratitude we 
feel when our aspirations are realised and shared with others 
who have been on our journey with us.

I am so pleased that in this edition of Spirit we can share some of 
the incredible life journeys that our 2016 Senior School Leaders 
have embarked upon since they performed their last war cry with 
their cohort and made their way to Main Beach for the traditional 
‘run into the waves’ five years ago, marking their new beginning.

We hope you enjoy this edition of Spirit.

Wendy Lauman 
Principal
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FROM THE OGA PRESIDENT

It is hard to believe that 2022  
is on the horizon.

2021 has been a year of 
challenges, yet it has produced 
opportunities for immense 
growth and change at all levels 
of our society.

This year has provided the 
OGA with many opportunities 
to come together and unite. 
When a group of Old Girls 
are together, it is a gratifying 

reminder of our shared connection, and the true benefits of a 
strong Alumni are realised.

In 2021, the St Hilda’s Old Girls’ Committee has continued to 
maintain intense enthusiasm and drive to organise an array of 
fabulous events for our community and to provide our Old Girls 
with many options to reconnect with their school.

At the start of this year, 27 Old Girls from graduating years 
ranging from 1960 to 2020 convened at our relaunched 
Toowoomba Luncheon. It was a wonderful event; it was special 
to witness the formation of new friendships and the rekindling 
of old friendships. The Toowoomba Luncheon will now have 
a permanent booking on the Old Girls’ Association events 
calendar. We look forward to making many OGA memories  
in Toowoomba.

More recently, the OGA hosted 80 women at our annual  
St Hilda’s Ladies Luncheon, where we invite Old Girls and  
current St Hilda’s Mums to join us in celebration of St Hilda’s 
School. The luncheon is always a wonderful success, and this 
year the event was held at Palette, in the new Home of the Arts 
building. The event is very well received by our community and 
is looked forward to each year.

Currently, the Old Girls’ Association is working to put together 
an OGA Cookbook and have put out a call to action for our 
Old Girls to contribute to the cookbook by submitting recipes, 
stories, and photos. Our cookbook will be published next year 
as a part of the Old Girls Association Centenary celebrations.

Additionally, the OGA are greatly looking forward to our 2021 
Reunion Weekend in November this year. The Committee and  
I have worked to rebirth our annual Reunion Weekend, to 
provide a fresh experience for our community.

This year, we are also pleased to present Brunch on the Green, 
the OGA’s main Reunion Weekend event. The event will take 
place on the St Hilda’s School oval; Old Girls will be greeted 
with an Aperol Spritz on arrival and an array of divine brunch 
food will follow. This relaxed event will offer revitalisation to a 
weekend of great importance to our Old Girls’ Association.

In the approaching 12 months, the Old Girls’ Association 
Committee continue to be devoted to strengthening our 
Association through reaching all Old Girls via our various 
social media platforms and events, all with the goal of bringing 
us together. It is our foremost purpose to ensure that our 
engagement with our Old Girls continues to increase and the 
strength of our special network continues to flourish.

The OGA will continue to evolve and grow in 2022, as the 
Committee and I look forward to another thrilling and 
productive year. Much gratitude is to be expressed as the 
progression of our Association is not possible without the 
continued support from Principal Wendy Lauman, Community 
Liaison Officer Simone Crowther, and our Old Girls. We thank 
everyone for their sustained support and enthusiasm.

Together, let’s make 2022 another fabulous year for the St Hilda’s 
Old Girls’ Association.

We look forward to welcoming our Old Girls back to St Hilda’s 
on Friday November 5 for the Principal’s and OGA Christmas 
Party, and then on Saturday November 6 for our annual OGA 
Meeting and Brunch on the Green. See you there!

Alana Chesser (2018) 
OGA President

OGA Ladies Luncheon.

Approaching 2022 with gusto
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SEND US  
YOUR  

FAVOURITE 
RECIPE

Celebrating 100 years  
of the OGA

The OGA 
       Cookbook

COMING IN 2022!
To celebrate the Old Girls’ Association’s 100th Anniversary in 2022,  
we are delighted to offer you our limited edition OGA Cookbook,  
filled with our Old Girls’ favourite recipes and enriched with heart-
warming anecdotes and images.

From mouth-watering sweet treats to scrumptious savoury delights, 
compotes, creams, and everything in between, the OGA Cookbook  
is set to be the ultimate guide to soulful cooking and baking.

Send us your recipes, photos, and anecdotes, and reserve your  
copy now for 2022 via: oldgirls@sthildas.qld.edu.au



DR ANNABELLE STABLER Q & A

Q When did you decide what you wanted to do post-
school and what inspired your decision?

At four years of age, I was given a set of my father’s shiny bone 
osteotomes and chisels, a big mallet, and a block of wood to 
play with outside. I remember Mum being cross that Dad, a 
hand surgeon, had thought that it was a safe activity for his 
little girl. I still have all of my fingers and decided that day to 
be an Orthopaedic Surgeon like my Dad, though without much 
understanding of what that meant. 

We do have lots of fun toys to play with in Orthopaedics, 
however, it wasn’t until I was seven years old that I really got a 
glimpse of what it was to be a surgeon. Being a surgeon is not 
about the equipment and the operations, it’s about people. 

I often accompanied Dad on his early morning rounds on the 
way to school. One day I was in the Emergency Department 
waiting for him. I was sitting at the nurse’s desk, bored. He was 
taking a looong time! The ED Doctor and the Registrar took 
pity on me and sent me to ’get a history’ (i.e., have a chat with 
a lovely elderly lady called ’Mabel’). This wouldn’t happen now, 
but thirty-something years ago, it seemed perfectly acceptable.

Mabel had a broken wrist and, due to her age, the plan was 
not to try to straighten it. It was her dominant hand and she 
was terrified she would not be able to knit teddy bears and 
baby clothes for the hospital anymore. I remember hearing 
discussions amongst the team before they indulgently asked 
what I thought would be best. I was afraid to speak. Mabel 
wanted it straight because knitting was very important to her,  
so I said that’s why we should fix it. Mabel confirmed that was 
what she wanted and so that’s what we did. 

I was allowed to apply some traction and vividly remember 
the feel of the bone go ’click, click, click’, as the fracture 
uncrumpled. I also remember being amazed that Mabel said 
she felt no pain due to the anaesthetic block. She told me to 
pull very hard so that it went “nice and straight”. I pulled as 
hard as my little arms could. With a bit of help, I was delighted 
to see it straight again on the x-ray and certainly got the bug for 
fixing bones and putting on plaster casts.

But what I remember most is Mable looking at me intently and 
telling me, as a girl, to never be afraid to speak up to give an 
opinion if I think it will help someone. She made me promise 
to grow up and become a surgeon and to listen and care for 
people. She went back to knitting and I sometimes saw her 
teddy bears in the foyer of the hospital as I trotted behind Dad, 
struggling to keep up in the mornings.

Now that I’m grown up, I truly understand the rare privilege it is 
to be able to use the skills I have been so generously taught, to 
get people back to what they love to do. It’s for Mabel and the 
countless others, young and old, that I’m now a surgeon.

Dr Annabelle Stabler 
Q&A

Introducing Dr Annabelle Stabler, St Hilda’s Class of ’97 graduate and  
Orthopaedic Surgeon, specialising in Paediatric Orthopaedics and Adult Upper Limb Surgery.   

We speak with Dr Annabelle about the incredible journey that led her to where she is today,  
as one of less than five per cent of women practising Orthopaedic Surgery in Australia.

IF I COULD GO BACK  

AND HAVE A CHAT WITH 

MYSELF AT SIXTEEN,  

I WOULD HAVE SAID  

NOT TO BE IN SUCH A RUSH  

TO GET WHERE I WAS GOING. 

THE TWISTS AND TURNS 

ALONG THE PATH  

ARE WHAT MAKE THE  

JOURNEY WORTHWHILE. 

Dr Annabelle at Whitby Abbey in the UK,  
a historical landmark that honours our school’s 
Christian Saint, St Hilda of Whitby.
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DR ANNABELLE STABLER Q & ADR ANNABELLE STABLER Q & A

Q How would you describe your experience as a  
St Hilda’s student? Do you have any standout 

memories, and are you still in touch with school friends?

I started as a five-year-old St Hilda’s girl in the era just before 
’modern’ technology really hit the education landscape. We had 
just fifteen girls in a Year Group, which was a nurturing way to 
start our education. 

I vividly remember being taken 
up to the Senior Library to see 
the new computers in Year 
3. It was impressed upon us 
how extremely complex these 
machines were. However, as 
with all children, unafraid of 
breaking things with trial and 
error, we quickly learnt how  
to load them up and play  
Math Attack on the green and 
black screens.

St Hilda’s School ensured that 
we were ready for the tech 
revolution but also instilled 
the lessons and values learnt 
through time. In the classrooms 
of the Whitby building, with its 
fluorescent green carpet, we 
learnt History. The ideals of the 

Renaissance were not lost on us, and we were determined to  
be the female equivalent of Renaissance men.

My school days are filled with happy memories of being busy 
with opportunities to get involved and have a go at lots of 
different things. Friends from school are scattered far and wide, 
but it is lovely to come across an Old Girl every so often and 
reminisce about sports days, playing ’kick the rock’ in Junior 
School, or having your lunch box stolen by the ibis.

Q What subjects did you study at St Hilda’s,  
and did you have a favourite subject/teacher? 

I did Maths B, Maths C, Physics, Chemistry, English, Japanese, 
Physical Education, and Religious Education. I had really wanted 
to do Modern and Ancient History too, but couldn’t fit it all in.

I had so many favourite teachers and would love to mention 
them all. Miss Hays was my Sport teacher in Year 1 and through 
most of Junior School. She taught me the value of hard work, 
determination, sportsmanship, and grace under pressure. 

Mrs Muir was my Year 12 Maths teacher. We had a small Maths 
C group and she believed in each of us. She nurtured our 
individual strengths and character, not only in Maths but as 
young women about to enter adulthood. 

Q What does a typical day in your life look like? 

On a workday, I usually get up some time around 5am. 
I have breakfast with my boys if they’re up, deal with some 
homework emergencies, and feed our two kittens and our 
Labrador. If I’m feeling motivated, I will run or cycle earlier, 
before the boys wake up.

I dash straight off to work or drop the dog at puppy kindy on the 
way, whilst my husband mostly does the before school care run. 
I do early morning ward rounds, sometimes in more than one 
hospital, and then there are meetings, and operating or seeing 
clinic patients in my rooms or at the hospital. There is always 
paperwork, some teaching for our Juniors, and more meetings 
slotted in between.

If I'm not on-call, I’ll usually get home sometime between  
6 to 7pm, in time to help with the dinner, shower, stories, and 
bed chaos with our boys. Then, there is time to watch some TV 
with my husband, and usually more paperwork or looking up 
some articles or books before bed. 

Q What advice would you give your 16/17-year-old self? 

If I could go back and have a chat with myself at sixteen, 
I would have said not to be in such a rush to get where I was 
going. The twists and turns along the path are what make the 
journey worthwhile.

It is important to do something fun every day and to challenge 
yourself and keep saying 'yes' to things that look hard. 

In my career, the best advice I was given was to go and find 
my people and then do what they do. You’ll know when you’ve 
found your people. 

It wasn’t until I was a mother that I really understood that you 
can’t be great at everything, and be all things to all people, 
at the same time. It is OK that priorities go up and down and, 
overall, you are usually doing a much better job than you think. 
No experience is ever wasted, as it all adds up to make you 
better at all facets of your life. 

Q What pathway did you take after school to get to 
where you are today?

I remember driving with my mother up the motorway to move 
into Emmanuel College at the University of Queensland (UQ). 
We came up over the hill, where you get that first glimpse of 
the Brisbane City highrises. I remember drawing breath and 
realising that the familiarity of my school days really was behind 
me. It looked like a big, slightly scary, world ahead.

I loved my days at university. I lived on-campus at Emmanuel 
College for three years and made lifelong friends there.  
As the Bachelor of Medicine, Bachelor of Surgery (MBBS) 
degree had recently become graduate entry, I started in 
Occupational Therapy and then transferred over to do 
Physiotherapy after a year. 

I looked at lots of different Med Schools across Australia and 
New Zealand but decided to stay at UQ in Brisbane. I moved 
back home to the Gold Coast and completed my internship 
at the old Gold Coast Hospital, and then was very lucky to be 
given a job to start in Orthopaedics the following year. 

It takes a long time to train as an Orthopaedic Surgeon, but it is 
good fun along the way. I spent nine years at university and then 
another eleven years before I completed my Junior Doctor and 
Orthopaedic training. I married my husband, becoming a step-
mum to two little girls, and had a year off for maternity leave 
following the birth of each of our baby boys along the way. 

Throughout university and training as a Junior Doctor, I had 
lots of opportunities to travel for work and fun. Our biggest 
adventure was packing up three of our four kids, spanning 
in age from three to nineteen years old, with nine suitcases 
between us, and jumping on a plane to the UK for my Paediatric 
Orthopaedic Fellowship. The whole family loved the lifestyle in 
the UK, and we travelled everywhere our little car could take us. 
My husband and I both had great jobs in our respective fields 
and keep in close contact with mentors from that time. We were 
planning to be there a year but stayed nearly two in the end.  
We were lucky to get back to Australia just before COVID-19 hit. 

I now work in both public and private practice on the 
Gold Coast as an Orthopaedic Surgeon doing Paediatric 
Orthopaedics and some Adult Upper Limb Surgery.

Q Do you have any current goals that you  
are working towards? 

Like most busy working mums, I am constantly trying to get  
the work-life balance right.

My family are all keen to travel again and get back to the UK for a 
visit to see friends at some time in the future when COVID-19 allows.

A lot of my work is in Children’s Orthopaedics. One of my most 
important career goals is to ensure that no baby born in our 
area has missed hip dysplasia.

Hip dysplasia can mean that the hip has not grown normally or 
is dislocated. It is mostly seen in baby girls, but it can occur in 
little boys too. Being breech, or bottom down in the uterus, and 
being a firstborn, or having a family history of breech births, also 
puts the baby at increased risk. If it is picked up early, babies 
can be treated simply with a special soft brace and do extremely 
well. However, if it is diagnosed late, then surgery is often 
required in childhood.

Unfortunately, missed hip dysplasia is the biggest cause of 
women needing a hip replacement in young adulthood.  
A baby girl born today is expected to live well into her mid-80s 
and many will live much longer. A hip replacement in young 
adulthood is a life-changing event and can result in multiple 
complex surgeries throughout someone’s life, which limits their 
activity. The ability to prevent that with a simple brace in babies 
is my passion. 

Q Who inspires you? 

My parents were my early inspiration. My Mum is always 
looking after others and continues to embody the St Hilda’s 
School motto of ‘Non Nobis Solum’. My father inspires me for 
his unending drive, his commitment to service leadership, and 
his strong moral and ethical framework. 

My husband inspires me every day with his unending support, 
encouragement, and logistical backup as we both work and 
wrangle our super active boys. 

In my career and in life, I am inspired by Dr Annette Holian. 
She is an Orthopaedic Surgeon, a mother of three children, an 
educator, and serves in the RAAF and with outreach missions. 
She is soon to be the first female President to lead the 
Australian Orthopaedic Association.

BEING A SURGEON 

IS NOT ABOUT THE 

EQUIPMENT AND 

THE OPERATIONS, 

IT’S ABOUT PEOPLE. 

8 9 SPIRIT  |  SPRING 2021SPIRIT  |  SPRING 2021



Where are they now? 
2016 Senior School Leaders

Mr Peter Crawley with the 2016 Senior School Leaders. Left to Right: Holly Gibson, Scarlett Fahey, Emma van der Schyff, Courtney Withers,  
Matilda Robertson, Jasmine Lykissas, Grace Tetley. Absent: Alexandra Elliot, Lucy Coleman, Laura Taylor.

Courtney Withers – 2016 School Captain

To think back on the last five years is to consider a whirlwind of highs, lows, and 
extreme growth. After leaving St Hilda’s in 2016, I packed up my life on the Gold 
Coast and moved to New South Wales to study a double degree in Mechatronics 
Engineering (Hons) and Project Management at the University of Sydney.

My engineering degree has made me an expert problem solver (and refined user of 
Google search – the internet truly can teach you anything). In engineering, I really found 
my people, in particular the girls who would help me become the best version of the 
woman I am today. For two years I sat on the executive for the Sydney University Women 
in Engineering Society, where I had the opportunity to network with industry professionals 
from companies such as Macquarie Bank, Blackbird Ventures, PwC and BCG.

This year, I have been working at Microsoft as a Technical Specialist in their Modern Work Enterprise division (a lot 
of words, I know). I am also finishing the final year of my degree, currently writing my thesis on machine learning 
classification of point cloud data, with an intention to generate another viable input for forest fire risk assessment.

In 2018, my father was diagnosed with pancreatic cancer, and for the last three years, I have found strength through 
purpose. Although we lost my dad in August of this year, my hope is that now I can aim to honour his legacy of kindness 
and good – continuing with my studies, finding a job that brings me joy and helping those around me.

To this day, I still credit so much of who I am to the worldview that St Hilda’s gave me – let your voice be heard,  
ask questions, take opportunities, and seek out other women who make you strong.

Alexandra Elliot – 2016 Head Boarder

I graduated from St Hilda’s in 2016 and moved to 
Brisbane, where I studied at the University of Queensland 
whilst living at the Women’s College for two years.

I worked part-time for a Federal Shadow Cabinet Minister 
whilst completing my undergraduate degree, which 
fuelled my passion for politics and provided me with a 
sound introduction to working in a political office.

In 2020, I graduated from the University of Queensland 
with a Bachelor of Business/Communication, majoring 
in Digital Media and Human Resource Management. 
This year, I started working full time for a Minister in 
the current Palaszczuk Government, which continues to 
provide great joy and many growth opportunities.

St Hilda’s shaped so much of who I am as a person 
and provided me with many opportunities and learning 
experiences. It highlighted the importance of connecting 
with others and instilled a strong sense of self. The 
one thing that will always stick with me from St Hilda’s 
is that your opinion is valuable and worthwhile in any 
conversation, irrespective of the company.

Emma van der Schyff – 2016 Head Day Girl

I graduated in 2016 from St Hilda’s and it has been 
an incredible journey since graduation. I enrolled 
at the University of Sydney and earned a Bachelor 
of Health Science with Honours. It was in these four 
years that I discovered my love for research and public 
health. In 2020, I was offered a position in the Faculty 
of Medicine and Health to undertake a PhD with the 
Cyberpsychology Research Group. 

More recently, I have been awarded a Research Training 
Program Scholarship. My thesis will explore the impact 
of specific technologies on wellbeing, making for a very 
busy and exciting three years ahead! 

Beyond the lecture theatres, I have been very 
fortunate to make some amazing friends who truly 
make my days brighter!

My time at St Hilda’s was an incredibly formative period, 
and I thoroughly enjoyed every minute. I still keep in 
touch with friends and teachers, who remain pillars of 
support. I am very grateful for the time I spent at school, 
and for the encouragement to dream big.

Alexandra Elliot – 2016 Head Boarder

I graduated from St Hilda’s in 2016 and moved to Brisbane 
where I studied at the University of Queensland whilst living  
at the Women’s College for 2 years.

I worked part-time for a Federal Shadow Cabinet Minister 
whilst completing my undergraduate degree, which fuelled my 
passion for politics and provided me with a sound introduction 
to working in a political office.

I graduated from the University of Queensland with a Bachelor 
of Business/Communication majoring in Digital Media and 
Human Resource Management in 2020. This year, I started 
working full time for a Minister in the current Palaszczuk 
Government which continues to provide great joy and many 
growth opportunities.

St Hilda’s shaped so much of who I am as a person and  
provided me with many opportunities and learning experiences. 
It highlighted the importance of connecting with others and 
instilled a strong sense of self. The one thing that will always 
stick with me from St Hilda’s is that your opinion is valuable and 
worthwhile in any conversation, irrespective of the company.

Confident, driven, and brilliant beyond measure. Our 2016 Senior School Leaders have  
paved their way to success in the last five years, serving as inspiring role models for our 2021 Seniors.
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WHERE ARE THEY NOW?

Matilda Robertson –  
2016 Banksia House Captain

After declining three different QTAC offers upon completion  
of school in 2016, I was ecstatic to get the offer to pursue  
my dream of Medicine at Bond University! I have been so 
fortunate to have been part of an energetic and enthusiastic 
cohort over the past five years, experiencing everything 
together from clinical placements to medicine camps and balls, 
and everything in-between!

I graduate this December and have already been offered a position 
on a specialty training program called the Rural Generalist Pathway. 
Next year, I will be interning at Ipswich Hospital and begin my five-
year program, with aims to become a specialist in Mental Health 
and to help deliver healthcare to rural communities.

I’ve adventured with my university friends to various interstate 
locations for conferences and summits, and even to China for 
a holiday! I’ve also made more beautiful memories with school 
friends… from beach days with my fellow House Captain, Laura 
Taylor, to simple FaceTime coffee catch-ups with those far away, to 
Sydney trips to visit close friends who are now working down there!

I’m grateful for my time at St Hilda’s and I will be watching 
proudly as my sister, Jemima, graduates later this year as part  
of the 2021 cohort!

Holly Gibson – 2016 Melaleuca House Sports Captain

Upon graduating, I moved to Sydney to study Fine Arts at the University of  
New South Wales. I began what would be a three-year degree majoring in 
Photography & Sculpture/Performance/Installation Art, but now in my fifth year, I am 
still studying at a part-time level so that I can balance my work commitments.

My first job was as a Stylist Assistant and intern for ELLE and Harper’s BAZAAR 
Magazine, and from those relationships I made, I began photographing for several  
of the stylists I was working for. For the last three years, I have been a freelance 
Advertorial Photographer for Vogue Australia, as well as shooting for several other 
fashion labels, whilst also working part-time for Australian designer, Albus Lumen.

Within my several roles at Albus Lumen, I work as a Publisher and Assistant Curator for 
a bi-annual publication we launched this year called Société Gazette. I oversee all the 
printing and distribution – the publication is now in over 250 Australian newsagents 
as well as bookstores overseas. I am very passionate about print and supporting 
Australian artists, so I hope this publication will continue to grow over the years.

I am grateful to call Sydney home for the moment, and for the work that I am able to 
do here, but I know I wouldn’t have felt like it was possible without Ms Hampton and 
the Visual Arts department at St Hilda’s. I really hope that current students are making 
the most of it, as the resources and support at St Hilda's are a dream.

Lucy Coleman – 2016 School Sports Captain

After graduating from St Hilda’s in 2016, I accepted a full rowing scholarship to attend the University of 
Tulsa in Oklahoma, USA in August 2017. I spent 18 months in Tulsa studying a Bachelor of Mechanical 
Engineering, while travelling across a range of states to compete in various rowing regattas.

After a podium finish at the 2018 United States National Rowing Championship in the Lightweight 
Women’s Double, I made the tough decision to move back to Australia and pursue my dream of 
rowing for the Australian team.

In 2019, I transferred into a Bachelor of Aeronautical Engineering at the University of Sydney and 
began a long and rigorous training journey. Last October, I was invited to the Women’s National 
Training Centre, where I have been training full-time alongside 24 of the nation’s top female rowers 
and have made my first Australian team.

While the current COVID climate has prevented a lot of international racing, my desire to 
finally compete overseas is only fuelling the fire as I chase down qualification for the 
Paris Olympic Games in 2024.

I can say with utmost confidence that St Hilda’s instilled a profound sense of 
resilience and self-belief that has allowed me to chase my dreams, no matter how 
far away they might seem at times.

Jasmine Lykissas – 2016 Karragaroo House Captain

After graduating from St Hilda’s in 2016, I began studying a Bachelor of Advanced Humanities at the 
University of Queensland. I majored in Philosophy and went on to complete my Honours in 2020, specialising 
in Bioethics and the Philosophy of Health and Illness. I spent two and a half years of university living at  
St John’s College (which provided great respite from studies, I can assure you). I was also lucky enough to 
spend a semester abroad at University College London.

At the beginning of 2021, I moved to Canberra to continue my studies at the Australian National University, 
undertaking a Master of Culture, Health and Medicine. I have recently begun full-time work as a Project Officer 
in the Australian Government Department of Health – which I absolutely love – while I study on the side.

I still reflect fondly on my time as a St Hilda’s girl, and even now, I often miss it! Retrospect is a beautiful 
thing, and I can fully appreciate how lucky I am to have attended St Hilda’s. It was the ultimate springboard, 
and my learnings there, both inside and outside the classroom, remain with me to this day. 

Scarlett Fahey – 2016 Karragaroo House Sports Captain

After graduating from St Hilda’s in 2016, I began studying at QUT in 2017 and attended 
the Women’s College at UQ. I had an absolute ball at university and made some incredible 
friends at college who are now my housemates today! 

Like many first-year students, I had a change of heart after a year of studying and transferred 
courses from a Bachelor of Business to a Bachelor of Property Economics. I loved learning 
about the fundamentals of the property sector and the role it plays in our economy. 
Studying Property at QUT gave me the opportunity to meet like-minded people and form  
a network of connections that I will be able to continue to expand for years to come.

Currently, I am working for a property funds management company and loving every minute 
of it. Once it is safe to travel internationally, I hope to spend some time working overseas in 
a new environment and learn about international property and economic markets.
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WHERE ARE THEY NOW?
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REFLECTIONSSCHOOL NEWS AND UPDATES

Discover  
           your daughter �s future

BSRA Head of the River

Our incredible rowers demonstrated remarkable strength, 
grit, and teamwork at the recent BSRA Head of the River at 
Wyaralong Dam. First VIII came second, Year 10 were named 
Age Champions, and St Hilda’s took home the Percentage Cup 
for the second year in a row!

Visit from Gold Coast SUNS AFLW Stars

Our Middle School girls enjoyed a visit from local Gold Coast 
SUNS AFLW stars, Alison Drennan and Kalinda Howarth.  
They shared their stories and advice, encouraging girls to 
always “give things a go”, no matter what.

St Hilda’s vs TSS Readers’ Cup Competition

The Readers’ Cup Trophy will stay at St Hilda’s for another year, 
as our remarkable winning team, Chanelle, Charlotte, Kayla, 
Gabrielle, and Grace demonstrated exceptional knowledge  
of the subscribed texts.

Junior School  
Drama Competition

Grevillea were crowned the 
champions of the 2021 Junior 
School Drama Competition,  
which saw girls from Prep to  
Year 6 utilise words, actions, props, 
costumes, and sounds to bring 
their poem performances to life.

Prep and Year 1  
Athletics Carnival

Acacia House scored the most 
points for participation and  
House spirit at the Prep and  
Year 1 Athletics Carnival!

The Australian 
Geography Competition

Congratulations to Year 10 
Geography student, Amelia 
Salmon, who achieved the 
highest result for a Year 10 
student in Queensland in 
The Australian Geography 
Competition! Over 700,000 
students from nearly 800 schools 
participate in the national 
competition each year. 

Inter-House  
Athletics Carnival

Karragaroo won the Inter-House 
Athletics Carnival!

Queensland Symphony Orchestra (QSO)  
Prodigy Project

Congratulations to Flora Yang 
(Year 9), who was selected to 
be a part of the Queensland 
Symphony Orchestra 
(QSO) Prodigy Project! This 
opportunity allowed Flora to 
rehearse, be mentored by and 
play a cello duet with one of the orchestra’s cellists.

Junior School’s  
New Building on The Up

Our new multi-storey  
Junior School building is  
well underway!

FIA ‘Girls on Track –  
Dare to Be Different’ Program at Norwell Motorplex

In Term 3, our Year 3 and 
Year 7 students participated 
in Motorsport Australia’s 
‘Girls on Track – Dare to Be 
Different’ program. The goal 
of the program is to grow 
interest in STEM subjects 

and industries amongst schoolgirls, with the aim of increasing 
female participation in these sectors, using motorsport as a tool to 
expose them to incredible opportunities and career paths.

National Schools’  
Tree Day

On July 28, our Pre-Prep girls 
celebrated National Schools’ 
Tree Day by learning about 
the importance of trees and 
working with the garden staff 
to plant a Lemon Myrtle Tree 
in our Bush Tucker Garden.

Announcement of 2022 Student Leaders

We were delighted to announce our 2022 Student Leaders at 
the end of Term 3. Congratulations, girls!

Book a tour and re-discover all the key  

advantages of securing your daughter's education 

from Pre-Prep to Year 12 at St Hilda’s School.

Visit sthildas.qld.edu.au

INSP IR ING  WOMEN  

FOR  MORE  THAN A  CENTURY

School News and Updates

St Hilda’s Junior School girls won the 2021 Andrews Cup Athletics Trophy.
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TERM 3 HIGHLIGHTSTERM 3 HIGHLIGHTS

•  Inter-House Dance Competition  
and Inter-House Athletics

• Pre-Prep Veggie Gardening

• Gala Concert

• Pyjama Day

• TSS and St Hilda’s Social Justice Forum

• Book Week

• Father’s Day Markets

• Rowing Ammonite Dinner

•  2022 Student Leaders 
Announcement Ceremony…and more!



Teacher Feature
Nina Lee

Q How long have you worked at St Hilda's School  
and what inspired you to become a teacher?

I started working at St Hilda’s in 2013, teaching Year 1. Since 
then, I have taught other year levels and had a number of roles, 
mainly working with curriculum and pedagogy. I can’t remember 
the exact reason I wanted to be a teacher. I love history and had 
actually wanted to be an archaeologist. I had done a tour around 
the Archaeology Department at UQ and was headed in that 
direction before I had a last-minute change. I have been a teacher 
for 20 years and I am very glad I had the change of heart!

Q What do you love most  
about your job?

There are so many things I love about my job. There have also 
been so many times throughout my career where I have been in 
the middle of classes, marching like Roman soldiers, designing 
insulation for hot chocolate mugs, flying drones, or hearing the 
children make insightful connections with texts, that make me 
thankful that I became a teacher.

I could not imagine any other profession. In my current role, I get to 
work closely with the curriculum and my colleagues. I find it really 
inspiring to work closely with the St Hilda’s Junior School teachers 
in their classrooms and see the amazing things they are doing. 
The phrase ‘every day is a school day’ certainly rings true, as I learn 
something new every time I step into one of their classrooms.

Q What are your hobbies and interests  
outside of teaching?

I am a nature lover and enjoy spending time in the great outdoors. 
I love bush walking, swimming at the beach, and riding our bikes 
with my husband and our five-year-old boy. I like gardening,  
but I am more enthusiastic than successful. I really enjoy swimming 
laps; it is very soothing and a lovely chance to think. I also love 
travelling and am always looking for the next adventure.

Q Can you tell us about your involvement with the 
Independent Schools Queensland (ISQ) Conference?

Amanda Shuttlewood, Head of Junior School, and I recently 
presented at the ISQ Big Ideas Conference. We wanted to 
showcase the amazing work of our Junior School teachers 
and the innovative and meaningful ways that they have been 
implementing the Technologies curriculum into their work.  
It was inspiring to share the work of these teachers. 

We showcased the use of drones in Prep to support positional 
language in Mathematics, the use of Micro:Bits in Year 5 to code 
gold detectors as part of their HaSS unit, the creation of apps 
in Year 4, with a goal to increase sustainability and link that with 
the Science curriculum, and many, many more. We are really 
proud of the work we are doing in this area, and it was such a 
positive experience to present at the ISQ Conference.

Q What are your  
long-term goals?

My personal long-term goals are to continue to travel, complete 
the Cradle Mountain Overland Track hike (I have to wait until 
my little boy is a little older), and grow a vegetable garden that 
produces more than herbs. My professional goals are to finish 
my Masters of Inclusive Education (I am so close!) and continue 
to collaboratively create a strong, meaningful, and innovative 
curriculum for our St Hilda’s students.

Q What motivates you  
to study?

I recently started studying for a Masters in Inclusive Education. 
It was quite daunting to go back to university after such a long 
break between lectures and assignments. However, it has been 
incredibly rewarding to be a student again and to see things 
from a different perspective. I am a strong advocate of the 
concept of being a lifelong learner, and acknowledge that this 
learning takes many forms over time. This university study, for 
me, has come along at the right moment.

Q How does this study inform your role  
at St Hilda‘s School?

This study has had a significant impact on my role here. I am 
able to see things from a variety of different perspectives, be 
updated on current research and academic thinking, and also 
discuss topics and ideas with educators from across Australia.

Meet Nina Lee, Leader of Learning and Teaching,  
and lover of reading, travelling, and educating.

Nina’s teaching career began in 2002, taking her across 
the globe to teach in London, Dublin, and Edinburgh, 
where she worked at a 400-year-old school that inspired 
the Harry Potter series!

Alongside her role at St Hilda’s, Nina studies a Masters 
in Inclusive Education. This year, she also worked with 

the ACARA to represent QLD Primary Teachers in the 
Technologies Teacher Reference Group, as a part of  
the Australian Curriculum Review. 

We chat to Nina about her role at St Hilda’s, her life 
outside of the classroom, and how her life-long learning 
journey informs her pedagogy.

TEACHER FEATURE I FIND IT REALLY 

INSPIRING TO WORK 

CLOSELY WITH THE  

ST HILDA’S JUNIOR SCHOOL 

TEACHERS IN THEIR 

CLASSROOMS AND SEE 

THE AMAZING THINGS 

THEY ARE DOING. 
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BIG IDEAS CONFERENCE: DESIGN AND DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIESBIG IDEAS CONFERENCE: DESIGN AND DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES

In challenging times, the willingness and ability to keep 
pursuing the best possible practice to give your students the 
best possible outcomes is the goal for every educator.

In August 2021, almost 200 educators and school leaders gathered 
to share their ‘Big Ideas’ on ‘The Future of Teaching, Learning and 
Curriculum’. Coordinated by Independent Schools Queensland 
(ISQ), a number of leading educators delivered a range of 
presentations during a day of sharing innovative Big Ideas.

Two of the presenters were St Hilda’s Head of Junior School, 
Mrs Amanda Shuttlewood, and St Hilda’s Junior School Leader 
of Learning and Teaching (Prep to Year 6), Mrs Nina Lee. 

Their presentation focused on the reviewed Junior School approach 
to teaching and integrating Design and Digital Technologies into 
other curriculum areas in a cross-curricular method. 

“We are a leading school in the use of Apple 
products, but we also want our students to 
be users of multi-platforms and applications 
so that they can confidently work in any 
environment and on any device,” she added.

Mrs Lee joined the Technologies Committee 
to ensure that St Hilda’s School is at the cutting 
edge of curriculum development. 

She advises the Queensland Curriculum 
and Assessment Authority and ACARA of 
curriculum changes while providing the 
Junior School team with current technological 
knowledge and future-planning direction.

“We conducted an audit of all our resources, including staff 
training, devices, online subscriptions, and applications to 
guarantee future purchasing is purposeful and meets the needs 
of student learning,” Mrs Lee shared.

The Junior School teachers now identify key projects or 
inquiry units and map out the Technologies focus, so students 
learn skills to support their learning in English, Mathematics, 

‘Technologies’ was recently introduced as a subject in the 
Australian Curriculum, though the approach to teaching the 
knowledge and skills has been varied across many schools.

The impact of resourcing and establishing a clear understanding 
of how to ensure students gain strong skills and understanding in 
both design and digital technologies has resulted in many schools 
teaching the subject as a silo and with a standalone approach.

Mrs Shuttlewood explained that a review was undertaken 
in the Junior School, with a focus on ensuring that students 
gained skills that they could transfer into other subject areas 
and real-life situations.

“Our goal is for students to become critical users of technology 
so that they are equipped to make efficient and informed 
decisions about which technology to use to meet their learning 
or project purposes,” Mrs Shuttlewood said.

Humanities, Science, and across many of the 
core and specialist learning areas.  

The girls showcase their Digital and 
Design Technologies work at the annual 
Junior School Innovators and Imagineers 
Exhibition, where a wide range of projects 
are displayed. 

Projects include students’ work in their 
History ‘Gold Rush’ unit, where they design 
and code Micro:Bits to create their own  
gold detectors, and in Science, where they 
design and create a thermo coffee cup  
and seismograph.

In the Early Years, the Prep Pilots fly their drones, using their 
footage to support their learning in Mathematics lessons.

The impact on learning has been significant, as students are more 
engaged in their learning and are more able to articulate which 
technological skills they are learning and for what purpose. 

The future for Technologies is looking innovative and creative 
for the St Hilda’s Junior School girls.

Big Ideas Conference  
Design and Digital Technologies

Design and Digital Technologies  
Integration into the Junior School Curriculum

OUR GOAL IS FOR 
STUDENTS TO BECOME 

CRITICAL USERS OF 
TECHNOLOGY SO THAT THEY 

ARE EQUIPPED TO MAKE 
EFFICIENT AND INFORMED 
DECISIONS ABOUT WHICH 
TECHNOLOGY TO USE TO 

MEET THEIR LEARNING OR 
PROJECT PURPOSES.

Year 4: Technology Teams 
– Sustainable Apps

Impetus: Create an app 
that assists in solving a 
sustainability issue  
in your community.  
This was supported 
by female mentors in 
the business, IT, and 
Engineering Industries.

Prep: Mathematics – Drones

Impetus: Create a video tour of 
the playground, explaining the 
location of key aspects so people 
can find their way around.

Year 6: Seismographs  
– Micro:Bits

Impetus: Students 
were tasked to create a 
seismograph that could 
act as an early warning 
system, and also 
indicate the strength of 
an earthquake.

Year 3: Science – Coffee Cups

Impetus: Requests from the coffee shop run 
by Senior School students to have coffee cups 
that maintain hot drinks hot for a longer time, 
but do not burn customers’ hands.

Year 5: HaSS – Gold 
Detectors with Micro:Bits

Impetus: Students  
were given the role of 
gold diggers and asked 
to search for gold in a 
technological age.
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For many Old Girls, the OGA has been paramount in rekindling 
old friendships, fostering new networks, and uniting through 
discovered commonalities.

Old Girls Megan Antonopoulos (nee Wittig) and Anna Miller 
(nee Mack) recently reconnected at an OGA Event, surprisingly 
discovering that their children are both in Pre-Prep together at 
St Hilda’s!

Raising a new generation of Old Girls, Anna and Megan 
reminisce on their time at St Hilda’s and share what their 
daughters love most about life in Pre-Prep.

Q What is one of your favourite memories  
from your time at St Hilda’s?

Anna: Art classes and Sports Carnival Day. I remember making  
a paper mache of ’Medusa’s crown headpiece’ and going to  
the Performing Arts in the hall under the Boarding House.  
The Deportment and Grooming class always made the girls 
giggle. I remember learning how to gracefully walk down stairs 
and how to cross my legs correctly at the table. 

Megan: I attended St Hilda’s from 2001 to 2005, for my Senior 
School years. I really enjoyed the QGSSSA team sports on a 
Saturday morning. I have lots of fun memories from all those 
team sports and the training involved. I also remember lots of 
fun times and laughs with our year dance lessons we did with 
the TSS boys.

Q What do you miss about your time  
at St Hilda’s?

Anna: The wool red beret. 

Megan: One of the things I miss most about St Hilda’s is the 
sense of community. I probably didn’t appreciate the importance 
of this in my teenage years, but when looking for a school for my 
girls to attend, it is the quality of the school that both my husband 
and I hold in high esteem and wanted our girls to have. When you 
attend St Hilda’s, you don’t just attend the school, you belong 
to the community in every aspect of the school, which I believe 
teaches our girls so many valuable life lessons. 

Q What do you love most about  
 Old Girls’ Association’s events?  
What inspires you to go to them?

Anna: It brings back wonderful memories and makes me 
feel young again. It is a rare and unique feeling knowing that 
my daughter attends the same school. We always have cute 
conversations about what I experienced whilst there on a day-to-
day basis. She recently asked me what book character I went to 
School as for Book Week, and she often asks me questions like 
“Did you wear this when you were there [as she holds up her Pre-
Prep uniform]? Was Miss Stewart your teacher? Have you met Saint 
Hilda? Did you eat spaghetti bolognese on Fridays from the tuck 
shop? Will I be in Melaleuca when I’m older like you were?” 

Megan: I must admit, I have not attended any of the OGA 
events prior to the one earlier this term. In future, and especially 
with my girls attending the school, I would very much like to be 
more involved and attend future events.

Q How old are your daughters?

Anna: My daughter turned five in July, however, she 
started part-time when she was three. She absolutely loves 
going to school every day and being in Pre-Prep 1.

Megan: I have identical twin girls, currently in Pre-Prep, who are 
four and a half years old.

Q What made you choose St Hilda’s School  
for your daughters?

Anna: The level of support, love, and nurture is what stood out 
the most at the Open Day. We love how the girls are taught 
to be independent from day one and they show confidence in 
building their personal characters.

Megan:To be honest, we chose St Hilda’s for our girls for 
so many reasons. Like I previously mentioned, we loved the 
community that St Hilda’s creates, and for the girls to be so 
involved and included in a community like this from Pre-Prep 
through to Year 12 was very appealing to us.

We also loved that St Hilda’s is very much at the forefront of 
the education they offer, in how they deliver lessons, the high 
quality of the teaching spaces, as well as allowing the girls to 
explore a large variety of high-quality subjects. It was also really 
important to us that our girls grow up at a school that teaches 
girls that they can do anything and achieve anything while 
encouraging them to reach for their dreams. 

Q What do they love most about  
coming to School?

Anna: Arabella nonstop talks about her teachers and is very 
close to them. Miss Stewart has been with Arabella since 2019, 
and that is very special for Bell. Then it’s her friendships! I feel 
very blessed that she has found little natural treasures and 
lifelong friends like I did. 

Megan: Even though the girls are only in Pre-Prep, they already 
love feeling like they are part of the ’big school’. They take 
such pride in their uniform and following the rules. They both 
absolutely adore their teachers and are starting to form such 
sweet little friendships with the other girls. I’m also continuously 
blown away with what they are learning at school and the lovely 
artwork they come home with. 

A NEW GENERATION OF OLD GIRLSA NEW GENERATION OF OLD GIRLS

A New Generation  
of Old Girls

The St Hilda’s Old Girls’ Association (OGA) provides unique opportunities  
for past students to reconnect and reminisce, promoting a permanent interest  

in the life, activities, and progress of St Hilda’s School.

Below, left to right Anna Mack, Anna Miller (nee Mack) with daughter,  
Megan Antonopoulos (nee Wittig) with daughters and Megan Wittig.
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Enjoy Poppy-Jane‘s reflection on her internship 
experience at Newscorp:

While every moment of my internship provided opportunities 
for learning, involvement, and personal growth, my week had 
several highlights. 

Firstly, viewing several of the Premier’s press conferences 
throughout the week was extremely interesting, allowing me 
unique insight into the relationship between the press and 
politicians. I was lucky enough to be present for the Premier’s 
announcement that the Chief Health Officer, Jeannette Young, 
would be the next Governor of Queensland, a historic moment 
that I will remember for years to come. 

On Wednesday, I was treated to a day of court reporting at the 
Queensland Supreme Court. I witnessed part of the ‘strawberry 
needle’ case and the ‘Whiskey Au Go Go’ inquest, two notorious 
and controversial legal situations. Seeing the lawyers and judges 
in action piqued my interest in pursuing the legal field as I could 
visualise myself in their position one day. Moreover, shadowing 
two experienced legal reporters on this day offered me insight 
into the role of media in reporting on significant court cases,  
and it is something I would like to do again next year.

Another highlight of my experience was being tasked with 
writing an article on the plight of Mark Killian, an American  
man whom the Queensland Government had blocked from 
seeing his dying father, despite returning multiple negative 
Covid-19 tests and being granted full permission to enter 
Australia by the New South Wales and Federal Governments. 

Following the release of my piece on The Courier-Mail website 
and page four of the paper, this evolving story was picked up by 
numerous other media outlets and radio stations, contributing 
to increasing public attention around Mr Killian’s case. Within 
the next few days, the Queensland Government had granted  
Mr Killian permission to see his father. 

The notion that my story had even a tiny part in reuniting this 
family is heart-warming to me and renews my faith in the power 

of journalism to make a positive impact in our society. I find  
the field’s ability to give back to the community by delivering 
the truth and initiating positive and just outcomes very 
attractive. I hope that I will have more opportunities to do 
similar work in the future.

In terms of what I learnt from the opportunity, there are  
too many skills, insights and new understandings to name. 
However, some of these include:

• The complex relationship between the press and politicians.

• The interactions between the courts and media.

•  The necessity of ethical journalism in the modern age  
of ‘fake news’.

• The inner workings of a corporate media office.

Concerning personal learning, the experience cemented 
the importance of taking initiative to get the most out of an 
opportunity. As an intern, no one is going to talk you through 
every step, give you every story, and hold your hand along 
the way. While getting a foot in the door through St Hilda’s 
Foundation was the first step, I knew I was responsible for 
making the opportunity worthwhile at every stage. While it  
was daunting at first, for me, asking a Senior Journalist if he had 
any work for me to do led to me writing and publishing a story; 
one of the highlights of my experience. 

I want to reiterate my thanks to the St Hilda’s Foundation  
for providing me with this opportunity, from which I have  
learnt so much about the journalism industry, potential future 
career paths, and myself. 

Poppy-Jane Todd, Year 11

During the June school holidays, St Hilda’s Foundation provided the opportunity  
for Year 11 student Poppy-Jane Todd and Year 12 student Hikaru Tsuji to intern  

at The Courier-Mail's News Corp. Headquarters in Brisbane.

Poppy-Jane and Hikaru spent the week shadowing journalists,  
attending the Premier’s press conferences,  

and reporting at the Queensland Supreme Court!

24

ST HILDA’S FOUNDATIONST HILDA‘S FOUNDATION

25 SPIRIT  |  SPRING 2021SPIRIT  |  SPRING 2021



Vale
Mrs Toni Pride (1937 - 2021)

We were upset to hear of the 
passing of Mrs Toni Pride,  
a beloved member of our  
St Hilda’s community. 

Toni joined St Hilda’s two-thirds  
of the way through 1975 as a 
Senior Modern History teacher, 
initially employed on a three-
month contract.

Those three months seamlessly turned into 23 years, with Toni’s 
teaching role spanning across Modern History, Senior English, 
and Religion Education, before heading the Senior Years as 
Senior School Mistress.

Toni’s long-term commitment to St Hilda’s was a testament to 
her awe-inspiring character, widely recognised as a teacher who 
created rigorous, yet wonderous, learning environments where 
students thrived.

“A few teachers stood out for various reasons. Mrs Pride was 
the teacher ‘not to be messed with’; she made Modern History 
interesting and more importantly, somehow, had the gift of 
making us all strive to excel.” – Mrs Janette Scott (Perkins)

“Toni Pride had that uncanny knack of tapping you on the 
shoulder, at a moment when you were rationalising your own 

compromises, to urge you to reach higher and see its rewards, 
just as a parent might have done had they been there.  
She taught us to believe ourselves capable of so much more.” 
– Kassie Heath, Student 1977 - 1981 

Toni reflected on her fond memories of teaching at St Hilda’s in 
our 2012 St Hilda’s Centenary Book.

We will forever cherish our fond memories of Mrs Toni Pride,  
a remarkable woman and pedagogue.

We send our sincere condolences to Toni’s family, as we 
reminisce on her incredible contributions to the vibrant 
community at St Hilda’s from 1975 to 1989.

Dr Stephen Withers (1963 - 2021)

The St Hilda’s community was deeply saddened to learn of the passing 
of Dr Stephen Withers, father of St Hilda’s Old Girls Caitlyn and Courtney 
Withers. Surrounded by family, Dr Withers passed away peacefully on  
7 August, after a long battle with pancreatic cancer.

A confidant to all. A role model for many. The beloved Gold Coast 
paediatrician and clinical geneticist was an adored husband and loving 
father-of-three, known for his incredibly kind spirit and 'infectious 
cheerful nature'.

We would like to extend our deepest condolences to the Withers family, 
as we pay tribute to the remarkable role Stephen played in many lives.

June Margaret Brutti (1934 - 2021)

Our community was saddened to learn of the passing of beloved St Hilda’s Old Girl June 
Margaret Brutti’s (nee Mattock) on 23 July.

Born on 6 June 1934, June grew up in Burleigh Heads and studied at St Hilda’s with her older 
sister, Merle. Graduating in 1951, she went on to train as a Registered Nurse at the Royal 
Brisbane and Women’s Hospital, and later as a Midwife at Toowoomba General Hospital.

She was a passionate ballroom dancer, winning many trophies in Australian and Pacific 
competitions with her then-husband, Ray. After living in Italy for a year, her passion became 
travel, and she spent many happy times travelling the globe. Her greatest love was her family, 
and she is missed by her daughter, three grandchildren, and extended family and friends.  
She was always proud to be an Old Girl of St Hilda’s.

Susan Pearce Bamford-Fuller (1940 - 2021)

Old Girl Susan Pearce Bamford-Fuller (nee Hordern) sadly 
passed away on 14 April, surrounded by her beloved husband, 
David, and daughters, Alice and Wendy.

Susan followed in her Aunt Cecily Douglas (nee Cobb) and sisters 
Ann and Dinah’s footsteps to St Hilda’s School. She enjoyed all 
aspects of her schooling, sporting, and social life. After leaving 
school, she attended Kelvin Grove Teachers College and became 
a kindergarten teacher, which took her all over Australia.

Susan met David George Bamford-Fuller in Longreach and 
they were engaged in 1967 and married in 1968 at the Chapel 
at St Hilda’s School. Susan’s school friend, Margaret Firouz-
Abadi (nee Sinclair), and her cousin, Annabelle Swoboda (nee 
Douglas), were her bridesmaids. Susan and David had three 
daughters, Fiona (born 31 December 1970), Alice (10 August 
1972), and Wendy (1 August 1974).

Susan’s connection with St Hilda’s School began again when she 
enrolled her daughters into Boarding. She attended many OGA 
reunions and afternoon teas and regaling stories of her time at 
St Hilda's and school friendships was a favourite pastime.

Susan’s later years were filled with gardening, travelling and family. 
Being 'Granny' to her eight granddaughters filled her days 
and also her heart. In 2020, her granddaughter, Kate Henning, 
received the Non Nobis Solum Award, much to her delight, as 
that is how she lived her life: ‘not for herself alone’.

Joan Hilda Taylor (1932 - 2021)

We sadly learned of the 
passing of Joan Hilda Taylor 
(nee Egelstaff) in March. Joan 
joined St Hilda’s as a Boarder 
in 1944, when she was twelve.

Her daughter, Alison, reflects 
on Joan’s fond memories of 
her time at St Hilda’s: 
“Mum had wonderful 
memories of her time at  
St Hilda’s and made lifelong 
friends. She recalled how the 
Head Mistress, Miss Fittock, 

would say grace before each meal, and each night all the girls 
would line up outside her office, as Miss Fittock personally said 
goodnight to each of the girls by shaking their hands.

Other fond memories included picnics on the oval, marching 
down the street to attend church and to swim at the pier at 
Southport, dancing on Saturday nights, piano lessons, and 
playing tennis as a sport. Mum enjoyed tennis and continued 
playing until my sister and I (identical twins) turned four. Time 
was very busy for Mum at this time, as she had three older boys 
to care for as well.

Mum recalled receiving a prize for Handicrafts at school and 
she continued to love crafts and over the years perfected 
sewing, leatherwork, copper tooling, bark painting, oil painting, 
woodworking, pottery, and lead lighting. She also studied 
Natural Therapies and became a Naturopath and a Swedish 
Masseuse, and was very interested in Quantum Mechanics.

She wrote books about her life and featured in a book called 
Jitterbugging at City Hall: And Other Surprising Stories of Being 
Young During World War II. Her thirst for knowledge continued 
throughout her life.”
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OGA  Reunions and Events
OGA REUNIONS AND EVENTS

Reunions
For information about your 
reunion, please contact your 
relevant coordinator below! 

50 Year Reunion 
Class of 1971
•  Lyn Aronson (Liddell)  

0408 981 597

40 Year Reunion 
Class of 1981
•  Amanda Bloxsom 

0404 464 250 
amandabloxsom@ 
optusnet.com.au

30 Year Reunion 
Class of 1990/1991
•  Coordinators:  

1990: Alison Kubler 
oldgirls@sthildas.qld.edu.au   
1991: Simone Tunbridge 
0402 412 187

20 Year Reunion 
Class of 2001
•  Coordinators:  

Giorgia Christmas  
0401 059059  
Emma Ramsey  
0408 176 787  
Becki Cook  
becki_cook@hotmail.com 

10 Year Reunion 
Class of 2010/2011 
•  Coordinators:  

2010: Julie Mendez   
juliey21@hotmail.com 
2011: Georgie Perkins  
georgie.perkins@hotmail.com 

2021

Brunch on the Green 
SAT 6 NOV – FINAL BOOKINGS NOW

The inaugural OGA Ladies Luncheon was held at HOTA’s Palette Restaurant on 13 August,  
bringing Old Girls and current St Hilda’s mums together for a wonderful two-course meal.

On Saturday 29 May, our Women‘s Auxiliary hosted a Mother-Daughter Luncheon, 
bringing together our Years 7 to 12 girls with their Mothers, Grandmothers, and Aunts. 
The ladies enjoyed hearing from our brilliant guest speakers, Alison Kubler and Caitlyn 
Withers, before enjoying a Pacific Fair Fashion Parade, modelled by our Year 12 students.

We celebrated St Hilda’s Day with our Old Girls on 23 July, commemorating 109 years of girls’ education with a School tour, Chapel service, and morning tea.
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2021 COMMUNITY EVENTSCOMMUNITY

2021 Community Events
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Stay  connected!

@sthildasoldgirlsassociation

@sthildasoga

Dear St Hilda’s Old Girls,

We’d love to hear from you - please tell 
us what you have been up to for the next 
edition of Spirit!

Email oldgirls@sthildas.qld.edu.au  
or phone 07 5532 4922.

Women’s Auxiliary High Tea

Women’s Auxiliary Father’s Day Market

Rowing Ammonite Dinner  
+ Rowing Training  

Year 12 Formal

Year 11 Presentation Ball

2021 Middle School  
Leaders Planning
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